
A COLLECTION OF EIGHT VARIOUS PALAEOLITHIC PRE-HISTORIC FLINT TOOLS
A COLLECTION OF EIGHT VARIOUS PALAEOLITHIC PRE-HISTORIC FLINT TOOLS 

EACH ONE MARKED WITH AN INSCRIPTION ‘RICKSON’S FARM AT SWANSCOMBE, LOWER GRAVEL’ (3), ‘BRANDON’,
‘AYLESFORD KENT’, ‘SWANWICK HANTS PALAEOLITHIC CHOPPING TOOL’ ‘TEDDINGTON 1937’, AND A LARGE GREY FLINT

HAND AXE MARKED ‘39’
150 – 200’000 YEARS OLD

SIZE: 18 CM LONG – 6¾ INS LONG ( MAX. ) 6 CM LONG – 2¼ INS LONG ( MIN. )

 
LITERATURE

DURING THE PALAEOLITHIC PERIOD MAN WAS A HUNTER AND DEVELOPED CHOPPERS, HAND AXES, AND FLAKE AND
BLADE TOOLS TO HELP HIM IN HIS QUEST FOR MEAT. THREE CENTURIES AGO THE ORIGIN AND NATURE OF STONE TOOLS
WAS MISUNDERSTOOD, THEY WERE THOUGHT TO BE ‘THUNDERSTONES’ OR ‘THUNDERBOLTS’ CAUSED BY A FLASH OF

LIGHTENING. IN FRANCE THE ‘PIERRES DE FOUDRE’ WERE PLACED IN THE WALLS OR UNDER THE DOORSILLS OF
FARMHOUSES IN AN ATTEMPT TO DECEIVE THE LIGHTING WHICH, OF COURSE, NEVER STRIKES TWICE IN THE SAME
PLACE. EARLY SCHOLARS CALLED THEM ‘CERAUNIAS’, FROM THE GREEK KERAUNOS FOR THUNDER BOLT, AND IT

SEEMED MANKIND’S LONG USE OF METAL HAD VIRTUALLY OBLITERATED THE MEMORY OF STONE AS A MATERIAL FOR THE
MANUFACTURE OF TOOLS AND WEAPONS. IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE 1ST QUARTER OF THE 18TH CENTURY THAT SCIENTIFIC

DISCOVERY AND EVIDENCE VANQUISHED THE BELIEF IN ‘THUNDERSTONES’. 
TODAY, PRE-HISTORIC STONES ARE REGARDED AS AESTHETICALLY PLEASING IN THEIR ELEGANT SOLUTION OF THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FORM AND FUNCTION. ADMIRABLY ADAPTED TO THEIR PURPOSE, AND THEIR BOLDNESS

ERASING THE ENORMITIES OF INTERVENING TIME, THEIR BEAUTY TRANSCENDS THEIR PROSAIC USES.

 


