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A NATIVE AMERICAN PLAINS INDIAN SIOUX PIPE TOMAHAWK

ANATIVE AVERICAN PLAINS INDIAN SIOUX PIPE TOMAHAWK
THE WOOD HAFT DECORATED WITH BRASS TACKS AND FILE BRANDING. THE METAL TRADE BLADE APPLIED WITH APLAIN
SILVER PLAQUE AND WITH AN OCTAGONAL PIPE BOWL
CIRCA1860— 1870
SIZE: 58.5 CMLONG - 23 INS LONG
20 CMLONG -8 INS LONG ( PIPE BOWL )

LITERATURE

ROMANTICALLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE NATIVE AVERICAN INDIAN AS IS NO OTHER IMPLEMENT, THE PIPE TOMAHAWK IS
UNIQUE TO THEIR CULTURE. ALTHOUGH MOST PEOPLES OF THE WORLD HAD CUTTING AXES AND SMOKING PIPES, ONLY
IN AVERICAWERE BOTH THESE FUNCTIONS FUSED INTO ASINGLE OBJECT. OVER APERIOD OF 250 YEARS IT SERVED
VARIOUSLY AS AFUNCTIONING TOOL, AS ACEREMONIAL AND DECORATIVE OBJECT AND AS ASYMBOL OF PRESTIGE.
HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF ITS IMPORTANCE AND CONSTANT USE AS AWEAPON THE TOMAHAWK BECAVE ASYMBOL OF WAR
AND FOR WAR POTENTIAL. GEORGE CATLIN SPOKE OF THE TOMAHAWK AS BEING THROWN “WITH UNERRING AND DEADLY
AM AND THIS ACCURACY WAS OFTEN ACQUIRED THROUGH THE CUSTOM OF THROWING AT SMALL TREES AS ACAVP
PASTIMVE. EBENEZER ELMER VISITED THE SIXNATIONS IN 1776 AND NOTED IN HIS ‘JOURNAL KEPT DURING AN
EXPEDITION TO CANADA THAT ‘THEY HAVE THE ART OF DIRECTING AND REGULATING ITS MOTION, SO THAT THOUGH IT
TURNS AS IT FLIES, THE EDGE ALWAYS STICKS IN THE TREE NEAR THE PLACE THEY AMAT .

SPECIALLY MADE ‘PRESENTATION TOMAHAWKS’ WERE BESTOWED AS GIFTS TO IMPORTANT CHIEFS TO SOLEMNIZE
TREATIES AND HELP ENSURE THEIR FRIENDSHIP. AS IN THIS EXAMPLE THESE OFTEN HAD ELABORATE FILE BRANDED OR
ENGRAVED DECORATIONS, AND SILVER INLAYS TO THE BLADES, WHICH WOULD SOMETIMES BEAR PRESENTATION



INSCRIPTIONS. SUCH TOMAHAWKS WERE OFTEN HANDED DOVWN THROUGH EACH GENERATION AS PART OF THE
REGALIA OF LEADERSHIP.
THE ADDITION OF THE PIPE BOWL TO THE HATCHET BLADE AROUND 1700 ALLOWED FOR THE ADDITION OF CEREMONIAL
TOBACCO RITES TO THE OTHER USES OF THE HATCHET SO THAT IT BECAVE ALMOST INDISPENSABLE TO NATIVE
AVERICAN INDIAN CULTURE AND LIFE.



