Finch & C°

A RARE PRE COLUMBIAN AMERINDIAN HOLLOW CAST AND HAMMERED GOLD VESSEL

ARARE PRE COLUMBIAN AVERINDIAN HOLLOW CAST AND HAMMVERED GOLD VESSEL OR LIME
FLASK FROMCOLUNMBIA
PROBABLY QUIMBAYAREGION
400-1000 AD
SIZE: 14.5 CMHIGH, 11 CMDIA — 5% INS HIGH, 474 INS DIA

LITERATURE

‘GOLD IS WHAT GAVE THEMBREATH; FOR GOLD THEY LIVED, AND FOR GOLD THEY DIED’
JUAN DE CASTELLANGCS {1589}

AN ENDURING FEATURE OF SOUTH AVERICAN MYTHOLOGY IS THE LEGEND OF EL DORADO, ANAVE WHICH CONJURES
UP FANTASTICAL IMAGES IN THE WESTERN MIND, BUT WHICH SIMPLY MEANS “THE GILDED MAN'. GOLD WAS ASACRED
MEDIUMFOR MANY PRE COLUMBIAN CIMLIZATIONS OWING PARTLY TO ITS BRILLIANT INCORRUPTIBLE SHEEN AS WELL AS
ITS RITUAL AND MYTHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE SUN, THE SPIRIT WORLD AND FERTILITY.

THE EL DORADO LEGEND ORIGINATED AMONG THE CHIEFDOMS OF COLUNMVBIAWHERE SEVERAL DISTINCT GOLD
WORKING STYLES HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED. CEREMONY WAS HELD UPON THE ACCESSION TO POWER OF ANEWRULER IN
THE COLUNMBIAN HIGHLANDS AT LAKE GUATAVITA AFTER APERIOD OF SECLUSION IN ACAVE THE NEW RULER MADE A
PILGRIMAGE TO THE LAKE IN ORDER TO MAKE OFFERINGS TO THE CHIEF DEITY. UPON ARRIVING AT THE LAKESIDE HE
WAS STRIPPED OF HIS FINERY AND HIS BODY WAS COVERED WITH ASTICKY RESIN, ONTO WHICH WAS APPLIED A
SHIMVERING LAYER OF FINE GOLD DUST. THUS PREPARED HE SET OUT INTO THE LAKE ACCOMPANIED BY HIS
ATTENDANTS, WHO WERE FOUR PRINCIPAL CHIEFS, DECKED OUT IN ELABORATE ACCOUTREMENTS OF GOLD. THE RAFT
ITSELF WAS RICHLY ADORNED AND FROMFOUR BRAZIERS THE SMOKE OF SACRED INCENSE ROSE INTO THE AR. AS
THEY JOURNEYED ACROSS THE WATER, THE AR REVERBERATED WITH THE SOUNDS OF FLUTES, TRUMPETS AND
SINGING FROMTHE SHORE. WHEN THEY REACHED THE CENTRE OF THE LAKE, THE SOUNDS WERE SILENCED AND THE
NEW CHIEF AND HIS COMPANIONS THREW AHUGE PILE OF GOLD INTO THE LAKE. THEY THEN MADE THEIR WAY BACK TO
THE SHORE WHERE THE NEW RULER WAS CEREMONIALLY GREETED.

THIS RITUAL MADE APOWERFUL IMPRESSION ON THE EUROPEANS WHO FIRST WITNESSED IT A€, ‘HE WENT ABOUT ALL



COVERED WITH POWDERED GOLD, AS CASUALLY AS IF IT WERE POWERED SALT GONZALO FERNANDEZ DE OVIEDO,
1550. THE IMAGE IS APOTENT SYMBOL OF THE POWER HELD BY AVERINDIAN MYTH AND RITUAL OVER THE EUROPEAN
IMAGINATION AND OF THE FASCINATION THAT GOLD ALWAYS EXERTED OVER MANKIND.



