Finch & C°

APAIR OF GERRIT DENYS ISLAND DANCE ANKLETS

APAR OF GERRIT DENYS ISLAND, NEW BRITAIN, SHELL AND DOGS TOOTH RITUAL
DANCE ANKLETS
WITH AN OLD HANDWRITTEN PAPER LABEL READING ‘SHELL ANKLETS GERRIT DENYS GROUP’
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5 CMLONG -2 INS LONG ( APPROX)

LITERATURE

DOGS TEETH ARE AMAJOR FORMOF CURRENCY IN MUCH OF THE BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO. NECKLACES, ANKLETS AND
OTHER ORNAVENTS OFTEN SERVED AS CURRENCY AND WERE USED AS ABRIDE PRICE AND WERE STORED IN LARGE
QUANTITIES PACKED INTO BASKETS. DOGS TEETH WERE NEVER VERY NUMEROUS AS ONLY THE CANINES AND THOSE

TEETH BEHIND THE CANINES WERE USED FOR JEWELLERY, MAKING AMAXIMUM OF ONLY FOUR TEETH TO BE GAINED
FROMEACH DOG. THUS THEIR SCARCITY ENSURED THEIR VALUE.
SOMETIMES THE TEETH WOULD BE EXTRACTED AFTER THE SACRIFICE OF THE DOG, BUT ONE ACCOUNT EXISTS
DESCRIBING ALIVE DOG BEING BURIED UP TO ITS NECK IN SAND SO THAT THE TEETH COULD BE EASILY EXTRACTED
AND PRESUMABLY ALSO SAVING THE DOG' S LIFE .



