Finch & C°

WOODLANDS, IROQUOIS CEREMONIAL CUP
ARARE NATIVE AVERICAN INDIAN EASTERN GREAT LAKES, WOODLANDS, IROQUOIS CEREMONIAL
CUP CARVED WITH AHUMAN EFFIGY, BURL MAPLE WOOD BOWL BOUND WITH AN ETCHED BRASS STRIP TO THE CARVED
WOODEN HANDLE
CIRCA1830-50
SIZE: 15 CMHIGH, 14.5 CMWIDE — 6 INS HIGH, 5% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE CARVING OF HUMAN EFFIGIES ON BOWLS, CUPS, SPOONS, LADLES AND PIPES WHICH REPRESENTED GUARDIAN
SPIRITS WAS AN ANCIENT AND WIDESPREAD EXPRESSION OF WOODLAND'S INDIAN ART. IN 1851 LEWIS HENRY MORGAN
WROTE OF THE IROQUQIS ‘“THEIR WOODEN IMPLEMENTS ARE OFTEN ELABORATELY CARVED. THOSE UPON WHICH THE

MOST LABOUR WAS EXPENDED WERE THE LADLES ‘AHDOQUA SA, OF VARIOUS SIZES USED FOR EATING HOMINY AND

SOUP. THEY WERE THE SUBSTITUTE FOR THE SPOON AND HENCE EVERY INDIAN FAMILY WAS SUPPLIED WITH ANUMBER.
THE END OF THE HANDLE WAS USUALLY SURMOUNTED WITH THE FIGURE OF AN ANIMAL, SUCH AS ASQUIRREL, AHAWK,
OR ABEAVER; SOMVE OF THEMWITH AHUMAN FIGURE IN ASEATED POSTURE; OTHERS WITH AGROUP OF FIGURES IN
VARIOUS ATTITUDES AS THOSE OF WRESTLING OR EMBRACING'.

THE CHIP CARVED DECORATION ON THE HANDLE OF THIS CUP IS THE SAVE AS THAT SEEN ON CROOKED KNIVES, THE
CARVING ON WHICH WAS IN TURN INFLUENCED BY NORTHERN EUROPEAN MOTIFS. THE CARVED HUMAN EFFIGY
STRONGLY RESEMBLES THAT SHOVWN ON ABOWL IN THE DIKER COLLECTION ( DAC 566 ) THAT IS OF AN EARLIER DATE; IT
TOO APPEARS TO BE WEARING AFLAT CAP.



