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AN OLD MASTER DRAWING OF A BOY BLOWING BUBBLES

AN OLD MASTER DRAWING OF ABOY BLOWING BUBBLES, SYMBOLIC OF THE TRANSIENCE OF
EARTHLY LIFE ‘MEMENTO MORF
PRAGUE SCHOOL
RED CHALK AND GRAPHITE ON PAPER, OVAL GILT FRAVE
MD 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 8.5 CMHIGH, 6.5 CMWIDE — 34 INS HIGH, 272 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 17TH CENTURY THERE WERE VERY FEW ARTISTS WORKING IN PRAGUE. ONE OF NOTE WHOSE

WORK DISPLAYS IMPRESSIVE REALISMWAS KAREL SKRETA (1610 — 74 ), APAINTER OF GREAT ENERGY AND VERSATILITY.

BORN TOAPROTESTANT FAMLY IN ZABORICE IN 1610 HE AND HIS MOTHER FLED TO FREIBURG IN SAXONY IN 1628. FROM

THERE HE WENT TO ITALY AND SPENT TIME STUDYING IN VENICE AND BOLOGNABEFORE COMPLETING AN ARTISTIC
TRAINING IN ROME WHERE HE MET AND MADE APORTRAIT OF THE FRENCH PAINTER NICHOLAS POUSSIN IN 1634. HE

CONVERTED TO CATHOLICISMAFTER LEAVING ITALY AND RETURNED TO HIS NATIVE BOHEMAEVENTUALLY SETTLINGIN
PRAGUE WHERE HE BECAVE APROLIFIC PAINTER OF ALTAR PIECES. HE WAS INFLUENCED BY THE WHOLE SPECTRUM

OF ITALIAN BAROQUE ARTISTS FROM CARAVAGGIO TO GUERCINO AND ANNIBALE CARRACCI. HIS MOST FAMOUS WORK ON

CANVAS IS ALIVELY AND INFORMAL PORTRAIT OF THE GEM CARVER DIONISIO MSERONI AND HIS FAMLY.



