
A RARE AND LARGE TOURMALINE VERDILITE CRYSTAL
A RARE AND LARGE TOURMALINE VERDILITE CRYSTAL

OF TRANSLUCENT GREEN, WITH WHITE COLLECTION NO: 839
SIZE: 21.5 CM LONG – 8½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE WORD TOURMALINE IS DERIVED FROM THE SINHALESE ‘TURMALI’ MEANING SPECIAL STONES.
PRECIOUS STONES HAVE EXERTED A CHARM OVER MANKIND SINCE PREHISTORY. GEMSTONES HAVE BEEN USED AS

AMULETIC ORNAMENTS AND REGARDED BY MAN AS A REPOSITORY OF SUPERNATURAL POWERS. IN ANCIENT PERU AN
EMERALD THE SIZE OF AN OSTRICH EGG WAS HONOURED AS A GOD. THE EARLY ASTROLOGERS LINKED EACH OF THE

KNOWN PLANETS WITH A DAY OF THE WEEK AND THE ALCHEMISTS CONNECTED THESE PLANETS WITH CERTAIN
MINERALS OR METALS. THERE WAS ALSO AN ASTROLOGICAL CONNECTION MADE BETWEEN THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC
AND CERTAIN GEMSTONES. BIRTHSTONES SOON FOLLOWED WHICH SUPPOSEDLY ENDOWED THE PERSON BORN IN A

CERTAIN MONTH WITH PARTICULAR CAPABILITIES OR COULD BESTOW ON THEM GOOD FORTUNE. 
PLINY THE ELDER REALISED THE SECRET OF THEIR BEAUTY WHEN HE SAID ‘IN GEMSTONES THE WHOLE MAJESTY OF

NATURE IS COMPRESSED INTO THE SMALLEST SPACE AND IN A SINGLE STONE WE CAN PERCEIVE THE MASTERPIECE OF
CREATION’.

 


