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A FINE WALRUS SKULL WITH TUSKS

ODOBENUS ROSMARUS
19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 24 CM HIGH, 38 CM LONG – 9½ INS HIGH, 15 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

IN 1664 NEAR THE WEST END OF ST PAULS IN THE ‘MUSIC HOUSE’ A COLLECTION OF ‘RARITIES’ BELONGING TO ROBERT
HUBERT WAS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON ‘MONDAY’S AND THURSDAY’S THINGS OF THE SEA; TUESDAY’S AND FRIDAY’S

THINGS OF THE LAND’; THE VARIED EXHIBITS INCLUDED ‘A SEA MORSE OF GREENLAND (WHICH ) DOES SLEEP HANGING
ON THE ROCKS BY THE GREAT TEETH OF THE UPPER JAW’.

THE LARGEST AND HEAVIEST PINNIPED THE MALE WALRUS IS A HUGE ANIMAL. THEY SWIM QUITE SLOWLY AND USE
MAINLY THEIR HIND QUARTERS FOR PROPULSION. THEY ARE GOOD DIVERS AND FEED ON BOTTOM LIVING

INVERTEBRATES PARTICULARLY MOLLUSCS OF WHICH THEY CONSUME ONLY THE SOFT MUSCULAR FOOT OR SIPHON.
HOW THEY EXTRACT THESE IS STILL A MYSTERY BUT IT IS THOUGHT TO BE THROUGH SOME FORM OF SUCTION.

 


