
TWO INTERESTING ENGLISH COFFIN PLATES DECORATED WITH ARMORIALS
TWO INTERESTING ENGLISH COFFIN PLATES DECORATED WITH ARMORIALS 
ONE BRASS ‘SR HENRY HICKES KNT DIED JANRY 6TH 1757 AGED 80 YEARS’

ONE COPPER ‘DAME MARGERET HICKS DIED Y 28TH JANUARY 1738 IN THE 47 YEAR OF HER AGE’
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 41CM HIGH, 32.5 CM WIDE – 16¼ HIGH, 12¼ INS WIDE
33 CM HIGH, 28 CM WIDE – 13 INS HIGH, 11 INS WIDE

WITH THANKS TO JOHN ALLEN FOR HIS HELP IN RESEARCHING THE TWO PLATES

 
LITERATURE

SIR HENRY HICKES WAS BORN IN 1677 OF A COTSWOLD FAMILY FROM SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR. HE MARRIED MARGARET
ROTHAM OF KENT AND IN 1718 IS LISTED AS BEING THE FIRST DEPTFORD MEMBER OF THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF

COLLEGE YOUTHS, A BELL RINGING FRATERNITY WHICH WAS FORMED IN 1637 AND THAT IS STILL ACTIVE TODAY AROUND
THE WORLD. HE BECAME KENT STEWARD OF THIS SOCIETY IN 1726 AND THEN THE NATIONAL MASTER IN 1731. 

HE IS HOWEVER, RECORDED AS LIVING IN THE PARISH OF ST PAUL'S, COVENT GARDEN IN 1722 WHERE HE AND HIS WIFE
MARGARET, HAD TWO CHILDREN, THOMAS AND MARGARET, BORN IN 1720 AND 1721, WHO WERE BAPTISED AT THE
CHURCH OF ST PAUL'S. HE WAS PRESUMABLY CONSIDERABLY WEALTHY BY THIS TIME AS HE IS LISTED AS BEING

GRANTED ARMS BY JOHN ANSTIS, GARTER KING OF ARMS AND AN M.P FOR CORNWALL, IN 1722.
SIR HENRY HICKES PROBABLY MADE HIS FORTUNE IN LONDON BEFORE MOVING HIS BUSINESS AND FAMILY TO

DEPTFORD, AN IMPORTANT NAVAL DOCKYARD AND TRADING PORT, WHERE HE IS RECORDED AS LIVING IN 1733/34 WHEN
HE WAS KNIGHTED AS HIGH SHERIFF OF KENT. 

AN INTERESTING LETTER OF MR WILLIAM WATSON FRS NOTES Â€¦.. AN OBJECT Â€¦ 'WEIGHING 19 PONDS AVOIRDUPOIS
WAS REMOVED FROM THE STOMACH OF A DRAY HORSE BELONGING TO SIR HENRY HICKES, KNT OF DEPTFORD'. !

 


