
A FINE WEST AFRICAN, YORUBA, ERE IBEJI, CARVED WOOD MALE TWIN FIGURE
A FINE WEST AFRICAN, YORUBA, ERE IBEJI, CARVED WOOD MALE TWIN FIGURE 

WEARING ADORNMENTS OF METAL AND GLASS BEADS
GOOD OLD GLOSSY PATINA

19TH – EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 30.5 CM HIGH – 12 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE YORUBA ANCESTOR CULT PROMOTES BELIEF IN THE REINCARNATION OF EVERY HUMAN BEING. IMMORTAL SOULS
RETURN TO EARTH IN THE BODIES OF THE NEW BORN, MOSTLY WITHIN THEIR OWN EXTENDED FAMILY AND THIS

OCCURS AFTER A GAP OF ONE OR TWO GENERATIONS. THE ENTIRE WELFARE OF THE FAMILY IS DEPENDANT ON THE
WELFARE OF ITS ANCESTORS. AT SPECIALLY CONSTRUCTED ANCESTRAL SHRINES SMALL SACRIFICES AND PRAYERS

ARE REGULARLY OFFERED AND THE ANCESTRAL SPIRITS ARE SPOKEN TO AND OFTEN ASKED FOR ADVICE. 
THE IBEJI TWIN FIGURES ARE MADE ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE SOUL OF THE DEPARTED TWIN WILL LIVE ON AND

FIND A HOME IN THE CARVED WOODEN SCULPTURE UNTIL IT IS TIME FOR ITS RETURN TO EARTH IN THE BODY OF A NEW
BORN BABY.

 


