
TWO GERMAN MECHANICAL MATHEMATICAL MODELS
TWO GERMAN MECHANICAL MATHEMATICAL MODELS FOR THE DEMONSTRATION OF THEOREMS OF 

PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY 
BLACK LACQUERED BRASS OVERLAID PAPER. A MAKERS LABEL FOR MARTIN SCHILLING, HALLE AS /LEIPZIG, TO THE TOP,

READING: ‘JNVERSOR VON SYLVESTER UND KEMPE 1875’ AND ‘JNVERSOR VON HART 1874’
LATE 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 25.5 CM LONG, 20.5 CM WIDE, 5 CM HIGH – 10 INS LONG, 8 INS WIDE, 2 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

BERTRAND RUSSELL NOTED PHILOSOPHER AND MATHEMATICIAN WROTE 'MATHEMATICS, RIGHTLY VIEWED, POSSESSES
NOT ONLY TRUTH, BUT SUPREME BEAUTY'. 

THE GREEK WORD GEOMETRY MEANS EARTH MEASUREMENT, AND THE ANCESTORS OF MODERN GEOMETERS WERE
THE LAND SURVEYORS OF ANCIENT EGYPT WHO HAD THE TASK OF RE-ESTABLISHING BOUNDARIES WASHED AWAY BY

THE PERIODIC FLOODING OF THE NILE, AND THE ARCHITECTS WHO BUILT THE SO OBVIOUSLY GEOMETRICAL PYRAMIDS.
AMAZINGLY THEIR UTILITARIAN USE OF VARIOUS PROPERTIES OF LINES, ANGLES, TRIANGLES AND CIRCLES WAS ALL UN-

ACCOMPANIED BY ANY DETAILED MATHEMATICAL STUDY. IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE 6TH CENTURY BC THAT THALES
STARTED THE GREEK DEVELOPMENT OF GEOMETRY AS A MATHEMATICAL DISCIPLINE AND INDEED GEOMETRY WAS THE

FIRST MATHEMATICAL DISCIPLINE.

 


