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THE UNUSUAL ANCESTRAL SKULL OF A PYGMY ANDAMANESE ISLANDER

THE UNUSUAL ANCESTRAL SKULL OF APYGMY ANDAVANESE ISLANDER
OLD POLISHED PATINA
18TH CENTURY OR EARLIER
SIZE: 13.5 CMHIGH, 14 CMWIDE, 19 CMDEEP — 5%4 INS HIGH, 52 INS WIDE, 7"2INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE ANDAMVAN ISLANDS ARE COMPOSED OF 204 SMALL LUSH TROPICAL ISLANDS IN THE BAY OF BENGAL. UNTIL THE LATE
1800'S THE ISLANDS WERE ISOLATED AND THE INHABITANTS FEARED AS HEAD HUNTERS. EARLY MARINERS WROTE
SPECULATIVE ACCOUNTS OF THEMAS FEROCIOUS DOG HEADED CANNIBALS. COLONIAL SETTLEMENT IN THE 19TH
CENTURY BY THE ENGLISH AND INDIANS QUICKLY AFFECTED THE INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS. FEW OF THE GREAT
ANDAMANESE TRIBAL GROUP SURMVIVE TODAY DUE TO BOTH INTRODUCED DISEASE AND TO PHYSICAL CHANGES IN

TRADITIONAL LIFESTYLE. ONLY ABOUT TWENTY FIVE GREAT ANDAVANESE NOW LIVE ON STRAIT ISLAND.
GENERALLY REGARDED BY EARLY ANTHROPOLOGISTS AS ONE OF THE 'LIMNG EXAMPLES OF THE OLDEST RACES OF
MAN' THERE WAS ASCRAVBLE AT THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY AS FOREIGN DISEASES AFFECTED THE POPULATION
TO UNDERSTAND THE UNIQUE ROLE PLAYED BY THE ANDAVANESE IN EVOLUTIONARY THEORY AND TO RECORD AND
COLLECT THE CULTURE BEFORE IT BECAVE EXTINCT. EXOTIC SOUVENIRS FROM THESE QUICKLY DISAPPEARING
PEOPLE OF ADISTINCTLY SMALL STATURE BECAVE PRIZED ITEMS IN EUROPEAN COLLECTIONS.

THE GREAT ANDAMANESE EXHUME THE BONES OF THEIR DEAD SOVE MONTHS AFTER BURIAL, THE BONES ARE THEN
WASHED IN THE SEAAND WEPT OVER. THE SKULL AND JAW BONE ARE KEPT, SOMETIMES PAINTED, AND THE JAWBONE
OFTEN WORN AS AMEMORIAL.



