
TWO AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL PAINTED WOODEN TIWI POSTS
TWO AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL PAINTED WOODEN TIWI POSTS

MELVILLE ISLAND, NORTHERN AUSTRALIA 
NATURAL EARTH PIGMENTS ON CARVED IRONWOOD 

CIRCA 1970’S OR EARLIER
SIZE: 184 CM HIGH, - 72½ INS HIGH AND 242 CM HIGH – 95¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE TIWI PEOPLE OF MELVILLE AND BATHURST ISLANDS MAKE THESE POSTS TO COMMEMORATE THEIR DEAD 'PUKUMANI
CEREMONIES. REMARKABLE, ENERGETIC AND ACROBATIC CEREMONIAL DANCES ARE PERFORMED AT THE GRAVE SITE

AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME AFTER BURIAL, IN ORDER TO DRIVE THE ANCESTRAL SPIRIT INTO THE GRAVE. THE SITE IS
CLEARED AND THE NEWLY CREATED POSTS WHICH MAY NUMBER UP TO FIFTEEN ARE PLACED UPRIGHT IN THE GROUND

OVER THE GRAVE.

 


