Finch & C°

A RARE ANCIENT CHINESE GILT BRONZE WHEGHT IN THE FORM OF A SEATED BEAR-DRAGON

ARARE ANCIENT CHINESE GILT BRONZE WEIGHT IN THE FORM OF A SEATED BEAR-DRAGON
THE EYES, NOSE AND CHEEKS PIERCED, ADRAGONS MANE RUNNING ALONG HIS BACK, HIS PANS CLUTCHING HIS SIDES
HAN DYNASTY 206 — 220 AD
SIZE: 6.5 CMHIGH, 3 CMDEEP — 272 INS HIGH, 174 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE DRAGON WAS REGARDED IN CHINESE MYTHOLOGY AS ACELESTIAL ANIMAL AND SYVBOL OF THE EMPEROR. THE
BEAR WAS REGARDED AS ADIGNIFIED SPIRIT AND AMYSTERIOUSLY POWERFUL INHABITANT OF THE SPIRIT MOUNTAINS.
ALTHOUGH COMMONLY DEPICTED IN THE HAN DYNASTY, BEARS ARE SOVEWHAT UNUSUAL IN THE REPERTOIRE OF
ANCIENT CHINESE ANIMAL MOTIFS AND WERE RARELY REPRESENTED IN OTHER PERIODS OF CHINESE HISTORY.
BEARS INHABITED THE FORESTS OF NORTHERN CHINAAND ORNAVENTS WITH BEARS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN TOVB
CONTEXTS AS FAR NORTH AS TRANSBAIKALIAAND AS FAR SOUTH AS THE TOVB OF THE KING OF NANYUE OF 122 B.C IN
CANTON. THEY WERE KEPT IN IMPERIAL GAVE PARKS, USED IN BEAR BAITING AND HAD AN EXORCISTIC ROLE. THE BEAR-
LIKE GOD OF WAR 'CHIYOU' PERFORMED EXORCIST CEREMONIES IN TIMES OF DROUGHT. THE WORD FOR BEAR 'XIONG
SOUNDS THE SAVE AS THE WORD FOR BRAVE OR POWERFUL 'XIONG. THIS IS ONE POSSIBLE REASON WHY BEARS PAWS
WERE EATEN; IN ORDER TO CONFER BRAVERY.



