
A CHINESE RITUAL BRONZE BLADE
A CHINESE RITUAL BRONZE BLADE

WITH TAOTIE DESIGN AROUND AN APERTURE AND WITH SCROLL WORK ALONG THE EDGE
SHANG DYNASTY – CIRCA 1500 -1028 B.C

SIZE: 16 CM HIGH, 7.5 CM WIDE – 6¼ INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

EARLY CHINESE TEXTS STATE THAT THE TWO MOST IMPORTANT DUTIES OF THE RULER WERE TO MAKE SACRIFICES AND
TO WAGE WARS. OF THE TWO IT SEEMS THAT MAKING SACRIFICES TO THE ANCESTORS WAS CONSIDERED MORE
IMPORTANT AND TO THE SHANG RULERS IT SEEMS THAT THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN ANCESTOR HALL EVEN HAD

PRIORITY OVER THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PALACE.
THE CHINESE ANCESTRAL CULT WAS NOT BASED SOLELY ON THE VENERATION OF THE SOUL OF THE DECEASED. IT WAS

ALSO CONCERNED WITH THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL'S WELL BEING SO THAT THE DECEASED HAD TO BE PROPERLY
EQUIPPED FOR LIFE IN ANOTHER WORLD AND THE TASK OF SUPPLYING THESE MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS FELL TO THE

DESCENDANTS WHO WOULD PROVIDE BOTH GRAVE GIFTS AND SUBSEQUENT SACRIFICES SO THAT THE DECEASED
COULD CONTINUE TO LIVE AS HE OR SHE HAD ON EARTH. 

THE ANCESTORS CULT WAS ENTIRELY DEPENDANT ON PROCREATION. IF A PERSON HAD NO DESCENDANTS THE
CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF HIS SOUL WOULD BE ENDANGERED. THUS IT WAS CONSIDERED WORSE TO HAVE NO

DESCENDANTS THAN TO NEGLECT THE PERFORMANCE OF ANCESTRAL SACRIFICES.

 


