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A FINE PRE-HISTORIC HOPEWELL PEOPLES NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN STONE EFFIGY PIPE

IN THE FORM OF A FROG 
INSCRIBED IN BLACK INK ‘GREENE CO. OHIO’

100 BC – 200 AD
SIZE: 8 CM WIDE – 3 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE HOPEWELL CULTURE WAS WITHOUT OBVIOUS PARALLELS IN OTHER PARTS OF AMERICA. THE HOPEWELL WERE
AGRICULTURALISTS WHO GREW MAIZE FOR SUBSISTENCE AND TOBACCO. THEY BUILT GREAT EARTHWORKS FOR

MILITARY AND CEREMONIAL PURPOSES AND THE STONE PIPES OF THE HOPEWELL ARE PARTICULARLY ASSOCIATED
WITH THEIR TRADITION OF BURYING THE DEAD IN MOUNDS. THESE MOUNDS CONTAINED MORTUARY HOUSES WHERE

THE DEAD WERE CREMATED IN SHALLOW CLAY LINED PITS. GRAVE OFFERINGS WERE PLACED WITH THE HUMAN
REMAINS MADE FROM A LARGE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT EXOTIC RAW MATERIALS SUCH AS GRIZZLY BEAR TEETH FROM
THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS, CONCH SHELLS FROM THE COAST OF THE GULF OF MEXICO AND COPPER FROM THE UPPER

GREAT LAKES. THE ARTEFACTS FOUND OFTEN INCLUDED PIPES CARVED WITH AN ANIMAL OR HUMAN EFFIGY. 
THE PIPES WERE MADE OF HARD FLINT CLAY PROBABLY USING COPPER TOOLS AND ALMOST INVARIABLY THE HEAD OF

THE ANIMAL FACES THE SMOKER. THESE PIPES ARE UNDOUBTEDLY THE FINEST NATURALISTIC CARVINGS OF PRE-
HISTORIC AMERICA, BUT THEIR EXACT MEANING AND USE REMAINS UNCLEAR.

 


