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A RARE SPECIMEN OF A GALAPAGOS ISLANDS TORTOISE

ARARE SPECIMEN OF A GALAPAGOS ISLANDS TORTOISE
‘GEOCHELONE ELEPHANTOPUS PORTERI' FROMINDEFATIGABLE ISLAND
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 33 CMHIGH, 61 CMLONG, 44.5 CMWIDE — 13 INS HIGH, 24 INS LONG, 172 WIDE

LITERATURE

CHARLES DARWIN WRITING IN THE JOURNAL OF THE VOYAGE OF H.M.S BEAGLE IN OCTOBER 1835 STATED THE NATURAL
HISTORY OF THESE ISLANDS IS EMNENTLY CURIOUS AND WELL DESERVES ATTENTION'.

LOCATED ON THE EQUATOR IN THE EAST PACIFIC ABOUT 600 MILES WEST OF ECUADOR THE ISLANDS ORIGINALLY WERE
HOME TO FOURTEEN DIFFERENT POPULATIONS OF TORTOISES EACH SEPARATED FROMITS NEIGHBOURS BY THE SEA
OR IN THE CASE OF ALBERMARLE ISLAND BY STRETCHES OF IMPASSABLE FRESH VOLCANIC LAVA
THE COMMANDER OF AWHALING VESSEL, COOKSON, WROTE IN 1875 THAT THE TORTOISES OF INDEFATIGABLE ISLAND
WERE SO REDUCED THAT THEY WERE NO LONGER HUNTED FOR THEIR OIL; HE WAS ASSURED THAT ASEARCH OF A
FORTNIGHT MGHT NOT RESULT IN FINDING ASINGLE INDIMDUAL. TODAY THE ECUADORIAN NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ESTIMATE THEIR NUMBER AT 3000 - 3500 HAVING SUCCESSFULLY DIMNISHED THE PRESENCE OF NON-INDIGENOUS
FERAL PIGS IN THE TORTOISES NESTING AREAS.



