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WOOD WITH AN OLD ENCRUSTED SURFACE WITH TRACES OF PIGMENT. THE EARS PIERCED TWICE
19TH CENTURY

SIZE : 21.5 CM HIGH, 11 CM WIDE, 5 CM DEEP – 8½ INS HIGH, 4¼ INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

APART FROM THE MASSIM DISTRICT THE MOST IMPORTANT MOTIF IN THE ART OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA IS THE HUMAN
FIGURE. ITS TREATMENT IS ALWAYS HIGHLY STYLISED WITH LOCALLY VARYING DEGREES OF NATURALISM. THE SEPIK

RIVER BASIN IS AN AREA OF UNRIVALLED ARTISTIC RICHNESS AND SEPIK ART IS PREDOMINATELY ONE OF THREE
DIMENSIONAL CARVING ALTHOUGH COLOUR IS USED BOLDLY AND EXTENSIVELY TO EMPHASIZE SCULPTURAL FORMS. 

THE IATMUL HAVE THE MOST LAVISHLY DECORATED CEREMONIAL MEN'S HOUSES IN ALL NEW GUINEA FILLED WITH
SCULPTURAL IMAGES. THE BUILDING ITSELF SYMBOLISES THE ANCESTORS PROTECTIVE MANTLE WHICH SETTLED ON

THE RIVER IN THE FORM OF A FLOATING ISLAND UNDER WHICH A CROCODILE, ANOTHER EMBODIMENT OF THE
ANCESTORS, MAY LIE IN WAIT. THIS ISLAND MARKS THE GATEWAY TO THE WORLD BENEATH THE LAKES AND LAGOONS

AND RIVER WATERS OF THE SEPIK WHERE THE PRE-HUMAN ANCESTORS DWELT.
THIS FEMALE FIGURE CARVING MAY ONCE HAVE BEEN ATTACHED TO A SUSPENSION HOOK AND WOULD HAVE HUNG IN A

MEN'S HOUSE.

 


