
THREE HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT NATIVE AMERICAN PLAINS LAKOTA SIOUX DOLLS
THREE HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT NATIVE AMERICAN PLAINS LAKOTA SIOUX DOLLS 

FOUND BY JOHN BATHURST, A SCOUT WITH THE US CAVALRY, IN THE TIPI OF ‘WHITE SHIRT’ AFTER THE SACKING OF
CHIEF BIG FOOT’S CAMP ON DECEMBER 29TH 1890 AT THE INFAMOUS MASSACRE OF WOUNDED KNEE

TRADE CLOTH, COTTON, DEERSKIN, SINEW, PIGMENTS AND GLASS BEADS
CIRCA 1880

SIZE : 33 CM HIGH AND 16.5 CM HIGH (EACH) – 13 INS HIGH AND 6½ INS HIGH (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

JOHN BATHURST WAS A SCOUT WITH THE 8TH US CAVALRY AND HAD A RANCH IN SOUTH DAKOTA NEAR THE SIOUX
RESERVATION IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY. THESE DOLLS WERE KEPT IN HIS FAMILY AND ‘TRADITION HAS IT THAT THE

HEAD OF THE LARGEST DOLL WAS MADE FROM A SCALP’. BATHURST WITNESSED THE AWFUL CARNAGE OF THE
MASSACRE OF WOUNDED KNEE WHICH WAS A RESULT OF BOTH IGNORANCE AND A MISUNDERSTANDING BY THE

AUTHORITIES OF THE POWERFUL SACRED GHOST DANCE CEREMONIES AND OF THE LAST DITCH ATTEMPT OF A TIRED
TRIBAL NATION LED BY AN AGED, ILL CHIEF TO SURVIVE.

DOLLS ARE MIRRORS OF TRIBAL IDENTITY AND THE NATIVE AMERICANS HAVE A LONG TRADITION OF MAKING DOLLS FOR
RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES, FOR PLAY AND INSTRUCTION, AND SINCE THE 18TH CENTURY FOR TRADE AND SALE TO EURO-

AMERICANS. DOLLS DRESSED IN THE IMAGE OF A SHAMAN WERE USED AS HELPERS IN CURING CEREMONIES WHERE
THEY WERE BELIEVED TO ENTER THE PATIENTS BODY AND WITH SUPERNATURAL POWER EXPEL THE EVIL SPIRITS

CAUSING SICKNESS. 
THE FACES OF PLAINS SIOUX PLAY DOLLS TENDED TO BE BLANK AND THE CHILD WOULD READ INTO THE DOLL THE
FEATURES OF HIS OR HER CHOICE, MAKING THE DOLL COME ALIVE IN THEIR IMAGINATION. THE LARGEST OF THESE

THREE DOLLS HAS TWO STRANDS OF POWDER BLUE BEADS HIDDEN BENEATH THE NECKERCHIEF. THEY ARE
FASCINATING, HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL DOCUMENTS OF AN IMPORTANT PERIOD OF NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY.

 


