
A FLORENTINE LATE BAROQUE TERRACOTTA HEAD OF A KING
A FLORENTINE LATE BAROQUE TERRACOTTA HEAD OF A KING 

PROBABLY FROM A NARRATIVE RELIEF PANEL
LATE 17TH CENTURY – EARLY 18TH CENTURY 

SIZE : 11.5 CM HIGH, 6.5 CM WIDE, 9.5 CM DEEP – 4½ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 3¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

COLLECTORS OFTEN BELIEVE THAT TERRACOTTA'S ARE TO SCULPTURE AS DRAWINGS ARE TO PAINTINGS, BUT FOR THE
ARTIST THEY ALSO HAD OTHER ROLES TO PLAY. THEY HAVE BEEN USED BY ARTISTS OVER THE PAST 500 YEARS AS

THREE DIMENSIONAL SKETCHES; 'MAQUETTE', FOR PRESENTING THE ARTISTS IDEA TO THE PATRON, FOR THE
SCULPTOR'S DEFINITIVE MODEL WHICH HIS STUDIO WOULD TRANSLATE INTO MARBLE OR BRONZE, FOR FINISHED

WORKS OF ART WHICH WERE SOMETIMES GILDED AND PAINTED, AND INEXPENSIVE COPIES OF POPULAR BUSTS OR
STATUES. 

THIS HEAD OF A KING IS MOST PROBABLY FROM A NARRATIVE RELIEF PANEL WHICH WAS CREATED AS A FINISHED WORK
OF ART.

 


