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TWO VERY RARE AND UNUSUALLY SHAPED SOUTH AFRICAN, POSSIBLY NORTH NGUNI, CEREMONIAL

WOODEN CLUBS
THE SHAFTS DECORATED AND BOUND WITH WIREWORK

19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 61.5 CM LONG – 24¼ INS LONG AND 53 CM LONG – 21 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THESE HIGHLY UNUSUAL, AND SEEMINGLY UNRECORDED, CLUBS ARE REMINISCENT OF THE LARGE KNOPKERRIES
USED FOR CEREMONIAL EXECUTIONS THAT BECAME OUTLAWED BY THE BRITISH AT THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY. IN
ORDER TO PREVENT MEN FROM CARRYING THESE POTENTIALLY LETHAL WEAPONS A LAW WAS PASSED THAT SPECIFIED

THE SIZE OF THE KNOB WAS TO BE SMALL ENOUGH TO FIT INTO THE OWNERS MOUTH. PERHAPS THESE OVAL SHAPED
HEAVY CLUBS WERE MADE IN RESPONSE TO THE COLONIAL BRITISH LAW ?

 


