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ANORTHERN BRITISH MEDIEVAL GRANITE HGURE OF CHRIST

ANORTHERN BRITISH MEDIEVAL GRANITE FIGURE OF CHRIST
LATE 14TH CENTURY/EARLY 15TH CENTURY
SIZE : 71 CMHIGH, 20 CMWIDE, 15 CMDEEP - 28 INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, 6 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THIS ENIGMATIC SCULPTURE WAS MADE FOR AN EXTERIOR NICHE ON ACHURCH OR CHAPEL AND REPRESENTS THE
MOCKING OF CHRIST. IN ONE OF THE ROMAN CATACOMBS AT PRETEXTAT A2ND CENTURY AD FRESCO SHOWS TWO MEN
WITH REEDS BEATING ACHRIST WHOSE HEAD IS ENVELOPED IN THORNS.

'‘AND WHEN THEY HAD PLATTED ACROWN OF THORNS, THEY PUT IT UPON HIS HEAD, AND AREED IN HIS RIGHT HAND :
AND THEY BOWED THE KNEE BEFORE HIM, AND MOCKED HIMSAYING, HAIL, KING OF THE JEWS ! AND THEY SPIT UPON
HIM, AND TOOK THE REED AND SMOTE HIMON THE HEAD. AND AFTER THAT THEY HAD MOCKED HIMTHEY TOOK THE
ROBE OFF FROMHIM, AND PUT HIS OVWN RAIMENT ON HIM, AND LED HIMAWAY TO CRUCIFY HIM
IN ST JOHN'S GOSPEL THE MOCKING OF CHRIST IS FOLLOWED BY AN EPISODE OF PILATE PRESENTING CHRIST TO THE
CROWD IN HIS MOCK SOVEREIGNS ATTIRE : 'ECCE HOMO' HE SAYS 'BEHOLD THE MAN..

THIS MEDIEVAL ARTIST HAS SUCCESSFULLY CONTRIVED TO RENDER THE SACRILEGE OF THE RIDICULING OF CHRIST,
AND THE SADNESS SUCH TREATMENT ENGENDERED IN HIS HEART, WITHOUT PORTRAYING THE IOLENCE OF THE
BEATINGS, TO THE MIND OF THE MEDIEVAL CHRISTIAN WORSHIPER.



