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19TH CENTURY 
SIZES : 19 CM LONG, 11.5 CM WIDE – 7½ INS LONG, 4½ INS WIDE

16.5 CM LONG, 13 CM WIDE – 6½ INS LONG, 5 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

AFRICAN 'SANZA' ARE THUMB PIANO'S SOME OF WHICH HAVE A RESONATOR IN THE FORM OF A GOURD, AND
OCCASIONALLY IN THE CONGO A HUMAN SKULL. RODS OF STEEL OR BAMBOO ARE LINED UP ON THE SOUND BOX AND

GENTLY PUSHED DOWN WITH THE THUMB.
WILLIAM BULLOCK, AN ANTIQUARIAN, COLLECTOR AND TRAVELLER, COMMENTED IN 1808 IN THE COMPANION GUIDE TO

HIS MUSEUM IN LIVERPOOL : 'WHEN THE SLAVE PIANO IS PLAYED BY A SKILFUL HAND IT PRODUCES AN AGREEABLE
HARMONY'.

THESE TWO SANZA ARE BOTH USED TO CREATE MUSIC TO ACCOMPANY SONGS AND ARE FROM THE DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO, THE TEKE AND KONGO PEOPLES.

 


