
AN UNUSUAL CHINESE IVORY TWO HANDLED CUP
AN UNUSUAL CHINESE IVORY TWO HANDLED CUP, A SCHOLARS OBJECT

QIANLONG (1736-1795)
SIZE : 6 CM HIGH, 5 CM WIDE – 2¼ INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

A SMALL TAPERING ELEPHANT IVORY CUP, THE TWO HANDLES FIXED TO THE TAPERING BODY WITH METAL PINS AND
WITH AN INSET TURNED IVORY BASE. THE AGE GRAINING OF THE IVORY CREATES AN INTERESTING TEXTURE ON BOTH

THE INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR OF THE CUP WHICH COMBINED WITH THE MELLOW PATINA MAKES AN ATTRACTIVE
PATTERNED SURFACE.

IVORY IS A PRECIOUS BUDDHIST SYMBOL REPRESENTING SACREDNESS, COMPASSION AND COMPLETENESS AND ITS
CONTEMPLATION OFFERS THE SCHOLAR POETIC INSPIRATION.

 


