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A RARE DOCUMENTARY AMERICAN POWDER HORN

ARARE DOCUMENTARY AVERICAN POWDER HORN ONCE BELONGING TO CAPTAIN JAVES ALLEN
OF THE 1ST REGIVENT OF THE UNITED STATES DRAGOONS
COW-HORN, WOOD AND NAILS
ENGRAVED WITH TWO FIGURES SITTING BESIDE ATABLE, ONE DRINKING THE OTHER SMOKING ALONG STEMVED PIPE
BENEATH A CIRCLE ENGRAVED WITH THE NAVE ‘J ACE ALLEN 30 Ac... DT Ac... B’ AND WITH AN IRISH HARP, ACLOVER LEAF,
ACROWN, LAUREL WREATH AND STARS
CIRCA1830-40
SIZE : 26.5 CMLONG - 10%2INS LONG

LITERATURE

JOHN ALLEN WAS BORN IN 1806 OF IRISH PARENTS IN OHIO. IN 1825 HE ENTERED THE MLITARY ACADEMY AT WEST
POINT AND GRADUATED IN 1829 WITH HIS FELLOW CLASS MATE ROBERT E LEE. HE WAS ASSIGNED TO DUTY AS 2ND
LIEUTENANT AT FORT BRADY IN MCHIGAN TERRITORY AND IN 1832 WAS ORDERED TO LEAD AMLITARY ESCORT FOR
HENRY SCHOOLCRAFT ON AN EXPEDITION TO THE NATIVE AVERICANS IN THE NORTH-WEST REGIONS. WHILST HE WAS
ON THIS EXPEDITION ALLEN PRODUCED THE FIRST CORRECT MAP OF THE AREA SHOWING THE TRUE RELATIONSHIPS OF
THE LAKES AND STREAMS AT THE ULTIMATE SOURCE OF THE MSSISSIPPI RIVER. IN 1833 HE WAS ATTACHED TO THE 1ST
REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS NEAR ST LOUIS AND 2 YEARS LATER PROMOTED TO FIRST LIEUTENANT AND TRANSFERRED TO
FORT LEAVENWORTH IN KANSAS WHERE HE SERVED AS AN ENGINEER IN THE EXPLORATION OF INDIAN TERRITORY OF
THE SOUTH-WEST. IN 1837 HE WAS PROMOTED TO CAPTAIN AND GIVEN THE COMMAND OF THE 1ST REGIMENT OF THE US
DRAGOONS. IN 1842 HE WAS ASSIGNED TO SUPERMISE THE SAC AND FOXAGENCY, NAVED BY ALLEN AS FORT SANFORD,
NEAR OTTUMWA, IOWA. IN 1843 HE ESTABLISHED AND COMMANDED FORT DES MOINES ON THE DES MOINES RIVER AT
THE MOUTH OF THE RACCOON RIVER AND LATER IN 1846 THE CITY OF DES MOINES WAS ESTABLISHED ON THIS SITE.

IN 1844 ALLEN SUCCESSFULLY LED ALENGTHY EXPEDITION THROUGH IOWA TERRITORY TO MAP THE COURSE OF THE
DES MOINES RIVER, THE SOURCES OF THE BLUE EARTH RIVER, OF THE MINNESOTA RIVER AND BACK TO THE WATERS OF
THE MSSOURI, RETURNING THROUGH THE COUNTRY OF THE POTAWATOM INDIANS. HE KEPT AMETICULOUS JOURNAL
RECORDING THE FLORA FAUNA, GEOLOGY, CLIMATE, NATIVE PEOPLE AND FORESTATION OF EACH OF THE AREAS THEY
PASSED THROUGH. THIS INFORMATION HE LATER USED FOR HIS REPORT TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES



PRESENTED IN MARCH 1846.
JOHN ALLEN, NOWALIEUTENANT COLONEL DIED AUGUST 23RD 1846 EN ROUTE TO FORT LEAVENWORTH. HE IS AN
IMPORTANT FIGURE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTERIOR OF IOWA WITH LITTLE EQUIPMENT HE PRODUCED
REMARKABLY ACCURATE MAPS OF THE AREA DELINEATING BOUNDARIES AND HELPING TO FOUND THE EARLY STATE.



