Finch & C°

A RARE NATIVE AMERICAN EASTERN WOODLANDS CARVED WOOD STAFF

ARARE NATIVE AVERICAN EASTERN WOODLANDS CARVED WOOD STAFF
THE SHAFT CARVED WITH ASNAKE AROUND WHICH AFAVILY OF NINE BEAVERS RUN AND ONE LONG TAILED BIRD SITS,
THEIR EYES STUDDED WITH BRASS TACKS. THE BASE CARVED WITH AROW OF FOUR DEER HEADS AND SLIGHTLY ABOVE,
AROW OF THREE HUMAN EFFIGY HEADS, ALL OF THE EYES STUDDED WITH BRASS TACKS. THE SHAFT ALSOETCHED IN
BLACK WITH AHUNTING SCENE CONSISTING OF DOGS, PINE TREES, MEN WITH GUNS, ONE MAN WITH ANET, AND SNAKES
TWINING TO THE TOP OF THE STAFF WHERE ALARGER MAN WITH AHAT AND PIPE IS DEPICTED IN PROFILE. THE HANDLE
WITH ADOUBLE JANUS EFFIGY HEAD OF AN INDIAN VWITH BRASS EYES AND THE TOP OF THE HEAD WITH ASILVER PLAQUE
INITIALLED ‘JW.
CIRCA 1850 -60
SIZE : 77.5 CMLONG - 30%2INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE DOUBLE HEAD ON THIS STICK IS MOST PROBABLY REPRESENTING A GUARDIAN SPIRIT, AND THE CARVING OF THESE
EFFIGIES COMMONLY REPRESENTING SPIRITUAL BEINGS WAS AN ANCIENT AND WIDESPREAD EXPRESSION OF
WOODLAND INDIAN ART. THIS STAFF ALSO HAS AN ETCHED HUNTING SCENE AND THE VISUAL LANGUAGE OF
PICTOGRAPHIC IMAGES CONVEYED POWERFUL MESSAGES FOR THOSE WITH THE ABILITY TO READ THEM THE



ENGRAVED DRAVWN IMAGES DID NOT ORIGINALLY CONSTITUTE AFORMAL WRITTEN LANGUAGE BUT SERVED AS AN AID TO
MEMORY AND HELPED THE OWNER GAIN THE SPIRITUAL AND EARTHLY ATTRIBUTES OF THE HUMAN AND ANIMAL IMAGES
DEPICTED. LATER THESE IMAGES BECAVE DESIGNED TO MEET THE EXPECTATION OF THE EURO-AVERICAN TRADE AND

THE DESIGNS ON THIS STAFF BEAR ASTRIKING RESEMBLANCE TO THOSE FOUND ON EARLY 19TH CENTURY BIRCH BARK
ARTEFACTS. ONE OF THE EARLIEST KNOWN BIRCH-BARK SOUVENIRS IS AHUNTING KNIFE SHEATH COLLECTED IN 1783
BY J LUDWIG UNGER, ABRUNSWICK MERCENARY WHO FOUGHT IN THE AVERICAN REVOLUTION. IT HAS DEPICTIONS IN

DYED MOOSE HAIR OF AMAN WITH AGUN AND DOG, WITH TWO LONG TAILED BIRDS AMONGST PINE TREES.



