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LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 9 CM HIGH – 3½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

ADDRESSING HIS CUSTOMERS IN 1779 JOSIAH WEDGWOOD ANNOUNCED IT WAS SELF EVIDENT THAT THE MULTIPLYING
OF COPIES OF ANCIENT MASTERPIECES WOULD, LIKE THE PRINTING OF SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES, PREVENT ‘THE

RETURN OF IGNORANT AND BARBAROUS AGES’. THROUGH THESE COPIES ‘GOOD TASTE’ WOULD BE DIFFUSED AND ‘THE
PUBLICK EYE Â€¦Â€¦ INSTRUCTED.’ HE ADDED ‘CAN THERE BE ANY SURER WAY OF RENDERING AN EXQUISITE PIECE,
POSSESSED BY AN INDIVIDUAL FAMOUS WITHOUT DIMINISHING THE VALUE OF THE ORIGINAL : FOR THE MORE COPIES

THERE ARE OF ANY WORKS, AS OF THE VENUS MEDICIS, FOR INSTANCE THE MORE CELEBRATED THE ORIGINAL WILL BE’ 
( MANKOWITZ, WEDGWOOD, 1953 PP 228-9 )

 


