Finch & C°

A RARE NATIVE AMERICAN IROQUOIS OR MOHAWK PEOPLES WOOD BOW
ARARE NATIVE AVERICAN IROQUOIS OR MOHAWK PEOPLES WOOD BOW
ETCHED WITH PICTOGRAPHS OF AFIGURE WEARING THREE FEATHERS AND HOLDING ATOMAHAWK, ATURTLE, ABIRD
AND ABEAR
CIRCA1850—-60
SIZE : 107 CMLONG—-42 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THIS BOW SITS WELL IN THE HAND BEING MADE FROM THREE LENGTHS OF STEAVED SPLINTED, PROBABLY ASH, WOOD.
THE GRIP BEARS TRACES OF RED OCHRE PIGMENT AND IS WORN WITH USE. THESE BOWS WERE SELDOMMORE THAN
THREE FEET LONG (1 METRE). THEY WERE HELD IN AHORIZONTAL POSITION AND WERE EFFECTIVE AT SHORT RANGE.

THE STRINGS WOULD HAVE BEEN MADE OF TWISTED ANIMAL GUT.

THE IROQUOIS CLAN SYMBOLS WERE THE BEAR, WOLF, THE DEER AND THE TURTLE, AND INCISED PICTOGRAPHS OF
THESE ANIMALS ON HUNTING EQUIPMENT WOULD TRANSFER THEIR ATTRIBUTES TO THE HUNTER. THE INCISED
OUTLINES OF THE PICTOGRAPHS ON THIS BOW DISPLAY AN EARLIER SIMPLIFIED ECONOMCAL GRAPHIC STYLE USED
FOR NATIVE MATERIAL, RATHER THAN THE MORE NATURALISTIC CURVILINEAR STYLE USED FOR OBJECTS MADE FOR

EURO-AVERICAN TRADE.



THE IROQUOIS TENDED TO HAVE LESS OF ANOMADIC LIFE THAN OTHER NATIVE NATIONS AND THEY LIVED IN WHAT IS
NOW UPPER NEW YORK STATE. THEY RESIDED IN MORE OR LESS PERMANENT SETTLEMENTS WHERE THEY
CONSTRUCTED STURDY LONG HOUSES OUT OF POLES AND BARK WHICH COULD ACCOMMODATE SEVERAL FAMLIES AT
ONCE. ADJACENT TO THEIR PALISADED VILLAGES WERE FIELDS OF CORN SQUASH, BEANS AND TOBACCO. THE WOMEN
WERE PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR RAISING THE CROPS WHILE MEN SAW TO HUNTING, FISHING AND THE PROTECTION
OF THE VILLAGE.



