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DETAILING THE COAT OF ARMS OF MARK COUNT WILHELM VON BADEN (1593-1677)
WITH A PORTRAIT OF HIS PATRON SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA TO THE REVERSE 

LATE 17TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 11.5 CM HIGH, 8 CM WIDE – 4½ INS HIGH, 3¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE MOTTO WRITTEN IN AN 18TH CENTURY HAND BENEATH THE ARMORIAL READS : 'HAC IMAGO FUIT SERENISSIMI
GUILLEMI FUNDATORIS COLLEGII BADENSIS'. THIS REFERS TO THE JESUIT COLLEGE WHICH MARK COUNT WILHELM VON

BADEN FOUNDED IN 1647.
THE REVERSE SHOWS AN ILLUMINATED MINIATURE OF THE COUNT'S PATRON SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA (1491-1556)
WHO WAS CANONIZED IN 1622. SAINT IGNATIUS, THE YOUNGEST SON OF A BASQUE NOBLEMAN, WAS FIRST A SOLDIER
WHO FOUGHT THE FRENCH IN CASTILE AND WAS WOUNDED AT THE SIEGE OF PAMPLONA IN 1521. AS AN ORDAINED
CATHOLIC PRIEST HE LATER FOUNDED THE SOCIETY OF JESUS WHICH WAS RUN ALONG MILITARY LINES WITH AN
INSISTENCE ON TOTAL OBEDIENCE. THE JESUIT'S WERE PROMINENT IN FOREIGN MISSIONARY WORK AND WERE

PIONEERS IN THE FAR EAST, INDIA, CHINA, SOUTH AMERICA, CANADA, ETHIOPIA AND THE CONGO. HOWEVER, SAINT
IGNATIUS WAS DIRECTED BY THE POPE TO GERMANY TO MOUNT A COUNTER ATTACK AGAINST THE DIATRIBES OF THE

LUTHERANS AND CALVINISTS WHO WERE CAUSING A CRISIS IN CATHOLIC EUROPE. FUNDAMENTAL TO THE WHOLE
ENTERPRISE OF THE COUNTER REFORMATION WAS THE IN-OBTRUSIVE, BUT INFLUENTIAL EDUCATIONAL WORK OF THE

JESUIT SCHOOLS. MARK COUNT WILHELM VON BADEN FOUNDED ONE OF THESE JESUIT SCHOOLS IN 1647, 25 YEARS
AFTER THE CANONIZATION OF HIS PATRON SAINT.

 


