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ALL WITH OLD HANDWRITTEN LABELS
1ST – 2ND CENTURY AD 

‘ROMAN ANTIQUITIES – 1. ROMAN LAMP FROM HADRIAN’S VILLA, TIBUR’. THE BASE OF THE POTTERY LAMP WITH ANOTHER
LABEL GIVING THE SAME PROVENANCE. 

‘PAVEMENT FROM HADRIAN’S BATH’S ROME’. THE FLOOR FRAGMENT WITH SAME INSCRIPTION IN INK. 
‘MARBLES FROM THE PALACE OF THE CAESAR’S ROME’. A GREEN STRAW PORPHYRY FLOOR INLAY BEARING THE SAME

PROVENANCE IN INK, AND TWO RED PORPHYRY FLOOR INLAYS INSCRIBED IN INK ‘ROME’. ANOTHER OF SIENNA MARBLE
INSCRIBED ‘PAL. OF THE CAESARS, ROME’. ALL OF THESE PIECES ARE FROM A ROMAN INLAID VARIEGATED MARBLE

FLOOR.
‘POMPEII – 1. SMALL FRAGMENTS OF POTTERY – 2. PAVEMENT FROM SALLUST’S HOUSE – 3. PIECE OF THE TEMPLE OF
JUPITER – 4. FRAGMENT FROM POMPEII – 5. ROMAN BRONZE COINS. – A FRAGMENT OF RED PAINTED WALL FRESCO

LABELLED ‘HERCULANEUM’, AND A PIECE OF MARBLE SCULPTURE INSCRIBED ‘ELEUSIS, TEMPLE OF CERES’’.

 
LITERATURE

SINCE THE DAYS OF RAPHAEL WHO WORKED WITH THE POPES TO SAFEGUARD THE RELICS OF THE ANTIQUE CITY ALL
EXCAVATION INSIDE ROME HAD BEEN CONTROLLED. OUTSIDE ROME HOWEVER THE GREAT RUINS OF THE CAMPANIA

LANDSCAPES WERE EAGERLY EXPLORED. THE GRANDEST AND MOST SPLENDID OF THESE WAS HADRIAN’S VILLA, ONE
OF THE GREAT TREASURE MINES OF RENAISSANCE ITALY, AND WHERE SOME OF EUROPE’S MOST CELEBRATED ANCIENT
STATUES WERE EXCAVATED. ITALY’S ANTIQUARIANS AND THE EXCAVATORS OF HADRIAN’S VILLA WERE HOWEVER ONLY

OBLIGED TO GIVE JUST A THIRD OF THEIR FINDS TO THE POPE. THE REMAINS OF HADRIAN’S VILLA BECAME THE
INSPIRATION FOR HUNDREDS OF ENGLISH GARDENS, AND IN THE 18TH AND EARLY 19TH CENTURIES TIVOLI AND THE

PLAIN BELOW FILLED WITH RUINED PALACES AND TEMPLES, HALF BURIED STATUES AND CRUMBLING MOSAICS BECAME
THE MOST DREAMT OF GRAND TOUR DESTINATION IN EUROPE.

 


