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ARARE CELTIC EARLY IRON AGE PAGAN LIMESTONE SCULPTURE

ARARE CELTIC EARLY IRON AGE PAGAN LIMESTONE SCULPTURE OF AFEMALE STANDING FIGURE
1ST CENTURYBC — 1ST CENTURY AD
SIZE : 94 CMHIGH, 27 CMWIDE, 21 CMDEEP — 37 INS HIGH, 10%2INS WIDE, 8% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

‘THE WHOLE GALLIC PEOPLE IS EXCEEDINGLY GIVEN TO RELIGIOUS SUPERSTITION’
JULIUS CAESAR (100—-44BC)
THIS FIGURE REPRESENTS A CELTIC GODDESS, PERHAPS THE WELSH DEITY MODRON OR THE PROTECTRESS OF
HORSES EPONAWHO WAS LATER ADOPTED BY THE CAVALRY SECTIONS OF THE ROMAN ARMY. HER HANDS PROBABLY
ONCE HELD FRUITS SYMBOLIC OF HER FECUNDITY AND MATERNITY.

THE CELTS WERE CONCERNED WITH THE CONCEPT OF AMOTHER GODDESS WHO PRESIDED OVER MORTALS AND THEY
VISUALISED THE GODS THEMSELVES AS BELONGING TO AND BEING CONTROLLED BY AGREAT DIMNE MOTHER,
NURTURER OF THE GODS AND OF THE LAND WITH WHICH LIKE ALL THE CELTIC GODDESSES SHE WAS PARTICULARLY
CONCERNED.

AT THE END OF THE PRE ROMAN IRON AGE COMPLETE HUMAN FIGURES WERE MORE COMMONLY REPRESENTED IN
CELTIC ART ESPECIALLY IN THE FORM OF DIVINE IMAGERY. THESE FIGURES WERE ASSOCIATED WITH SANCTUARIES AND
WELLS WHERE THEY WERE OFTEN FOUND AND THE TRADITION OF EARLY CHRISTIAN ‘HOLY WELLS’ MAY HAVE HAD ITS
GENESIS IN THE MANY CELTIC SACRED SPRINGS AND WELLS THAT HAD BECOME THE FOCUS OF CURATIVE
SANCTUARIES IN THE ROMAN PERIOD. THE PERCEPTION OF WATER AS AHEALING FORCE WAS EQUALLY PROMINENT IN
PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN RELIGION AND IT IS STRIKING THAT CELTIC ART IN THE ROMAN AND EARLY CHRISTIAN PERIOD
REMAINED CONSTANT IN ITS IMAGERY.

IT FIRMLY RETAINED THE IDENTITY THAT FIRST MANIFESTED ITSELF IN THE MDDLE OF THE 1ST MLLENNIUMBC DESPITE



THE POWERFUL INFLUENCES CAUSED BY THE ROMAN CONQUEST OF CELTIC LANDS AND LATER BY THE INTRODUCTION
OF ANEW MONOTHEISTIC FAITH.

CELTIC GODDESSES REGULARLY APPEAR IN THE VERNACULAR LITERATURES OF BRITAIN AND THEY SEEMTO CONTAN
GENUINE MEMORIES OF THE POWERFUL FEMALE DEITIES WHO WHEN THEY CEASED TO BE ACTIVELY PROPITIATED
BECAME EMBEDDED IN THE FOLK MEMORY AND PERPETUATED IN THE TALES AND TOPOGRAPHICAL LEGENDS OF THE
COUNTRY.



