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AN ASMAT, IRIAN JAYA, WESTERN NEW GUINEA DOG TOOTH NECKLACE

EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 66 CM LONG – 26 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

DOG TOOTH NECKLACES ARE WORN NOT ONLY FOR PERSONAL ADORNMENT BY THE MEN OF THE ASMAT, BUT AS
SYMBOLS OF POWER AND PRESTIGE. KNOWN FOR CENTURIES TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD AS FEROCIOUS HEAD HUNTERS
NO EUROPEAN PENETRATED THE JUNGLES AND SWAMPS OF IRIAN JAYA UNTIL AFTER THE 2ND WORLD WAR. ASMAT ART

THEN BECAME VERY POPULAR WITH EUROPEAN COLLECTORS AND MUSEUMS.

 


