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AFANE LOANGO, WEST AFRICAN, KONGO PEOPLES, CARVED IVORY TUSK

AFINE LOANGO, WEST AFRICAN, KONGO PEOPLES, CARVED IVORY TUSK
19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 67 CMLONG - 26%2INS LONG
CF SEE : FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 2, ITEMNO 73, CATALOGUE NQO. 4, ITEMNO. 52, AND CATALOGUE NO. 5, ITEMNOQ.
64, FOR OTHER EXAMPLES

LITERATURE

IVORY HAS BEEN TRADED SINCE THE 15TH CENTURY IN THE AREA AROUND THE MOUTH OF THE ZAIRE RIVER, AND
UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE FIRST PORTUGUESE TRADERS KONGO ARTISTS BEGAN TO CARVE IVORY INTO
IMPRESSIVE OBJECTS FOR THE FOREIGN EUROPEAN TRAVELLERS.

RELIEF CARVED IN ASPIRAL BAND, IMAGES OF SLAVES, MEN CARRYING FISH, TRADERS HAGGLING AND PRESIDING
COLONIAL DIGNITARIES PROCESS IN SINGLE FILE TO THE TIP OF THE TUSK.

THESE TUSKS WERE CARVED BETWEEN 1830 AND 1900 USING IRON TOOLS IN WORKSHOPS ALONG THE LOANGO COAST.
THE NATIVE ARTISTS OF THESE WORKSHOPS ADAPTED THE NATURALISMAND EXPRESSIVE POWER OF THEIR
TRADITIONAL ART TO PRODUCE THESE UNIQUE OBJECTS DEPICTING THE COMVERCIAL TRADE AND ACTIVITIES OF
EUROPEAN AND AFRICAN MERCHANTS.



