Finch & C°

TWO RARE ANTIQUE PLUMED LEATHER FALCONRY HOODS
TWO RARE ANTIQUE PLUMED LEATHER FALCONRY HOODS

A AMOLLEN HOOD FOR APEREGRINE FALCON

B. AMONGOLIAN HOOD FOR AGOSHAWK

LEATHER AND FEATHERS

19TH CENTURY

SIZE : A— 9.5 CMHIGH, 6 CMWIDE, 7 CMDEEP — 3% INS HIGH, 2% INS WIDE, 2% INS DEEP

B—10 CMHIGH, 7.5 CMWIDE, 7 CMDEEP — 4 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 2% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

TO SPARE THE BIRD UNNECESSARY AGITATION IT IS HOODED. THIS PROCEDURE WHICH INITIALLY IS RATHER
STRESSFUL FOR THE BIRD HELPS TO CALMIT.

FALCONRY IS ONE OF THE OLDEST FORMS OF HUNTING KNOWN TO MAN, ORIGINATING AROUND 3500 YEARS AGO AMONG
THE PEOPLES OF THE CENTRAL ASIAN STEPPE. IN THE OPEN PLAINS BIRDS OF PREY WERE MUCH MORE EFFICIENT AND
USEFUL AS HUNTING EQUIPMENT THAN ANY WEAPON THEN KNOWN TO MAN. IN THE 13TH CENTURY MARCO POLO
WROTE OF THE GREAT KUBLAKHAN WHO SPENT MARCH OF EACH YEAR WITH 10'000 FALCONERS AND BIRD CATCHERS
OF KHANBALIK ( BEIJING ) HUNTING SMALL GAVE IN THE EXTENSIVE PLAINS, SOMETIMES USING GOLDEN EAGLES.

IT IS SAID THAT THE MONGOLS WERE THE FIRST TO DELIBERATELY USE WHOLE CORNFIELDS AS ALURE FOR POTENTIAL
PREY FOR FALCONRY. THE ARABS HUNTED GAZELLES AND ANTELOPES WITH SAKER FALCONS, WHILST IN EUROPE
HERONS AND GEESE WERE HUNTED WITH GYRFALCONS, DUCKS AND CHICKENS WITH PEREGRINE FALCONS, AND



HARES AND RABBITS WITH GOLDEN EAGLES.

NO OTHER FORMOF HUNTING HAS BEEN HELD IN SUCH HIGH REGARD OVER THE CENTURIES AS FALCONRY AND TO
HAVE ANOBLE FALCON PERCHED ON THE FIST BECAVE ASYMBOL OF PERSONS OF RANK AND IMPORTANCE.

AT THE TIME OF THE CRUSADES FALCONRY REACHED APEAK OF POPULARITY AMONGST THE KNIGHTS OF THE
EUROPEAN ARISTOCRACY WITH THE EMPEROR FREDERICK Il OF HOHENSTAUFEN ( 1194-1250 ) WRITING ADETALED
TREATISE THE ART OF HUNTING WITH BIRDS'. AFAMOUS MANUSCRIPT BASED ON HIS PERSONAL OBSERVATION AND A
WORK STILL RELEVANT TO FALCONERS TODAY.

IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY ADRIAAN MOLLEN WAS PROFESSIONAL FALCONER TO PRINCE ALEXANDER OF THE
NETHERLANDS. HE WAS ABRILLIANTLY SYMPATHETIC FALCONER AND WAS ALSO EQUALLY FAMOUS FOR HIS TECHNICAL
SKILLS AS AMAKER OF FALCONRY EQUIPMVENT. HIS SON KAREL MOLLEN BORN IN 1854 CONTINUED PRODUCING
TRADITIONALLY HAND CRAFTED FALCONRY EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIED THE ENGLISH AND FRENCH ARISTOCRATIC
DYNASTIES OF THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY. HIS ARTISTIC FALCON HOODS REMAINED HIGHLY DESIRABLE IN
PROFESSIONAL CIRCLES UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1936 AT THE AGE OF 82.



