Finch & C°

A ANE DERBYSHIRE BLUE JOHN TAZZA

AFINE DERBYSHIRE BLUE JOHN TAZZA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 20 CMHIGH, 14 CMDIA — 8 INS HIGH, 5% INS DIA

LITERATURE

FRAGILE, MYSTERIOUS, BEAUTIFUL AND UNIQUE TO DERBYSHIRE IS BLUE JOHN. NO TWO PIECES OF THIS CURIOUS
MNERAL ARE ALIKE. THE COLOURS IN BANDS RANGE FROMPURPLE AND DARK BLUE TO YELLOW, BUFF AND OFF WHITE,
AND THEIR DISPOSITION IS ALWAYS DIFFERENT. THE STRANGE ATTRACTION OF THIS DERBYSHIRE SPAR HAS BEEN
RECOGNISED FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS. BLUE JOHN IS UNIQUELY PRESENT ONLY IN THE CAVERNS OF TREAK CLIFF AS
CASTLETON, ALTHOUGH OTHER VARIETIES OF FLUORSPAR ARE KNOVWN IN SMALL QUANTITIES ELSEWHERE IN THE PEAK
DISTRICT.

IT IS SAD THAT THE NAVE BLUE JOHN IS CORRUPTION OF THE FRENCH DESCRIPTION OF ITS COLOUR ‘BLEU ET JAUNE'
MEANING BLUE AND YELLOW. IT WAS ORIGINALLY DISCOVERED BY LEAD MINERS AS VEINS IN THE CAVERNS AND MINES
AND IN THE 17TH CENTURY WAS USED AS ORDINARY FLUORSPAR IN SMELTING TO IMPROVE THE FLUIDITY OF THE SLAG.
IN THE 18TH CENTURY IT BECAVE MORE VALUABLE AND AS ASEM PRECIOUS STONE WAS MADE INTO BOWLS, VASES AND
GOBLETS WHILE ARTIST / CRAFTSMEN SUCH AS MATHEW BOULTON SET PIECES IN ORMOLU MOUNTS WHICH BECAVE
HIGHLY DESIRABLE OBJECTS THAT ARE NOW PRIZED BY COLLECTORS ALL OVER THE WORLD.



