
A PAIR OF ENGLISH LEATHER AND STEEL COCKFIGHTING SPURS
A PAIR OF ENGLISH LEATHER AND STEEL COCKFIGHTING SPURS 

WITH THE NAME T.P.PAR ETCHED ON THE BLADE
LATE 18TH CENTURY 

SIZE : 7 CM LONG – 2¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

COCKFIGHTING WAS POPULAR IN ANCIENT GREECE, ROME AND PERSIA, BUT PROBABLY ORIGINATED FROM INDIA. IN
RENAISSANCE ENGLAND IT WAS A ROYAL SPORT AND A COCKPIT WAS BUILT IN WHITEHALL PALACE BY HENRY VIII. ROYAL
PATRONAGE CONTINUED INTO THE 17TH CENTURY UNTIL IT WAS BANNED BY CROMWELL. THE SPORT WAS REVIVED AT
THE RESTORATION BY KING CHARLES II, BUT WAS FINALLY PROHIBITED BY LAW IN 1849. IT IS STILL LEGAL IN LOUISIANA,

MEXICO AND LATIN AMERICA, THE PHILIPPINES, SOUTH EAST ASIA AND THE MIDDLE EAST, WHERE IT IS USUALLY
ACCOMPANIED BY FRENZIED GAMBLING. 

COCKFIGHTING JOUSTS TAKE PLACE IN A SMALL CIRCULAR PIT INTO WHICH THE SPECIALLY BRED FIGHTING
GAMECOCKS ARE PLACED BEAK TO BEAK BY THEIR HANDLERS AND THEN RELEASED. A COMBATANT WINS WHEN ITS

OPPONENT IS UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO FIGHT OR IS KILLED. METAL SPURS ATTACHED TO THE BIRDS NATURAL SPURS
MAKE THE ACTION DEADLIER.

 


