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AN UNUSUAL CASED SPECIMEN OF A FLAMINGO

( PHOENICONAIAS MINOR ) 
19TH CENTURY

SIZE : 47 CM HIGH, 41 CM WIDE, 7.5 CM DEEP – 18½ INS HIGH, 16 INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

WITH THEIR EXTREMELY LONG LEGS AND NECK AND COLOURFUL PINK OR RED PLUMAGE THESE TALL WADING BIRDS
ARE STRIKING AND INSTANTLY RECOGNIZABLE. THEY ARE FOUND IN THE TROPICS AND SUB-TROPICS, USUALLY IN THE

SHALLOWS OF SALT OR BRACKISH WATER OR ALKALINE LAKES, SOMETIMES MASSED IN VAST FLOCKS OF UP TO ONE
MILLION BIRDS. DESPITE THEIR FRAGILE APPEARANCE, FLAMINGO’S OCCUR IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD WHERE FEW

OTHER ANIMALS CAN SURVIVE. THEY ARE FREQUENTLY FOUND IN CONDITIONS OF EXTREME SALINITY OR ALKALINITY
AND ARE REMARKABLY TOLERANT OF CHANGES IN TEMPERATURE. 

FLAMINGO’S ARE SPECIALISED FEEDERS USING THEIR UNUSUAL DOWN-TURNED BILL TO FILTER TINY PLANTS AND
ANIMALS FROM WATER. THEIR UNIQUE PINK AND RED COLOURATION ARISES FROM A DYE EXTRACTED FROM THEIR

FEEDING ON SHRIMPS.

 


