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UR, MESOPOTAMIA, IRAQ

CIRCA 2500 BC

SIZE : 6.5 CM HIGH, 7 CM DEEP – 2½ INS HIGH, 2¾ INS DEEP 

 
LITERATURE

JEWELLERY WAS FOUND IN GRAVES AT THE SUMERIAN CITY OF UR IN WHAT IS NOW SOUTHERN IRAQ IN EXCAVATIONS
CARRIED OUT BY THE ARCHAEOLOGIST SIR LEONARD WOOLLEY IN 1934. 

THE UR CEMETERY CONTAINED GRAVES SPANNING FIVE HUNDRED YEARS FROM 2600 TO 2100 BC. THE GRAVES DATING
FROM 2500 BC WERE VAST MASS INTERMENTS CONTAINING ONE PRINCIPAL OCCUPANT, THOUGHT TO BE ROYAL, AND
MANY OTHER COURT ATTENDANTS ACCOMPANYING THEIR QUEEN OR OTHER ROYAL DIGNITARY TO THE NEXT WORLD.
CHRISTENED THE ‘DEATH PIT’ BY WOOLLEY, THESE ROYAL TOMBS WERE SENSATIONAL, CONTAINING CHARIOTS AND

STATUES PLAITED WITH GOLD, FINE CUPS AND JEWELLERY, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AND FURNITURE. 
THE JEWELLERY WAS AN IMPORTANT PART OF THEIR SUMMERIAN COURT DRESS AND SIR LEONARD WOOLLEY

RECONSTRUCTED THE ESSENTIAL APPEARANCE OF MANY PIECES BY CAREFUL NOTING OF THE POSITION OF THE
JEWELLERY ON THE SKELETONS. THE MAIN MATERIALS WERE GOLD, LAPIS LAZULI, CARNELIAN AND SILVER, ALL OF
WHICH WERE EXCAVATED IN GREAT ABUNDANCE AND MUST HAVE BEEN IMPORTED ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA AS RAW

MATERIALS AS THEY DO NOT OCCUR THERE NATURALLY.
WOOLLEY WORKED WITHOUT THE FIRST CLASS RESOURCES OF THE GERMAN ARCHAEOLOGIST KOLDEWAY, FAMOUS

FOR EXCAVATING THE MIGHTY GATES OF BABYLON AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 20TH CENTURY AND THAT NOW STAND IN
BERLIN’S VORDERASIATISCHES MUSEUM. HOWEVER, AS A BRILLIANT AND PRACTICAL CRAFTSMAN WORKING WITH THE
SIMPLEST OF MATERIALS, AND UNDER THE MOST DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES SIR LEONARD WOOLLEY ACHIEVED THE

SUCCESSFUL EXCAVATION OF ONE OF THE ANCIENT WORLD’S GREAT ARCHAEOLOGICAL TREASURES.

 


