
AN ANCIENT SUMERIAN CARVED SHELL AMULETIC PENDANT
AN ANCIENT SUMERIAN CARVED SHELL AMULETIC PENDANT

LATE URUK PERIOD – CIRCA 3100 – 2900 BC 

SIZE : 4 CM HIGH, 2 CM WIDE, 1 CM DEEP – 1½ INS HIGH, ¾ INS WIDE, ⅓ INS DEEP 

 
LITERATURE

THE DRILLED EYES ON THIS ANTHROPOMORPHIC CARVED SHELL AMULET PROBABLY ONCE CONTAINED INLAYS OF
COLOURED STONE HEIGHTENING ITS ABSTRACT APPEARANCE. ONE OF THE DRILLED SUSPENSION LOOPS TO THE SIDE

OF THE HEAD HAS BEEN WORN AWAY WITH USE. THE BACK OF THE HEAD HAS ENGRAVED GROOVES REPRESENTING
STRANDS OF HAIR. 

AMULETS HAVE BEEN WORN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND THROUGHOUT MANKIND’S HISTORY IN THE BELIEF THAT
THEY WILL PROTECT THE WEARER FROM HARM.

 


