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A RARE ANCIENT CARVED IVORY MESOPOTAMIAN VOTIVE AGURINE OF THE GODDESS ISHTAR
ARARE ANCIENT CARVED IVORY MESOPOTAMAN VOTIVE FIGURINE OF THE GODDESS ISHTAR

CIRCA3000BC

SIZE : 7CMHIGH, 3 CMWIDE, 2.5 CMDEEP — 2% INS HIGH, 174 INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

ISHTAR, KNOWN AS INANNATO THE SUMERIANS, WAS UNIVERSAL AS AGODDESS IN VARIOUS FORMS IN THE ANCIENT
MDDLE EAST. SHE WAS THE AKKADIAN SUPREVME GODDESS OF SEXUAL LOVE AND FERTILITY AND WAS ALSO THE
GODDESS OF WAR, ‘THE LADY OF BATTLES'. HER SYMBOL WAS AN EIGHT POINTED STAR THAT WAS IDENTIFIED WITH THE
PLANET VENUS. LATER TO THE ROMANS THE GODDESS WAS KNOWN BY THIS NAVE.

IDOL LIKE IMAGES EXTEND BACK TO NEOLITHIC TIMES, BUT AROUND 3000 BC ANEW VIEW OF THE WORLD EMERGED IN
MESOPOTAMA, AVIEW THAT CONCEIVED THE IMAGE OF PRIESTS, GODS AND GODDESSES IN MORE REALISTIC TERMS
AND THIS SMALL SCULPTURE DEMONSTRATES THE BEGINNINGS OF THESE ARTISTIC CHANGES.



