
A SOUTH WESTERN NATIVE AMERICAN HOPI KACHINA DOLL
A SOUTH WESTERN NATIVE AMERICAN HOPI KACHINA DOLL

INSCRIBED IN INK TO THE COTTON SHIRT ‘MR8YY8’ (POSSIBLY AN OLD COLLECTION NUMBER)
COTTON-WOOD, GESSO, GLASS BEADS, FEATHERS, TIN-CONES, PIGMENTS, SILK, COTTON CLOTH, WIRE NAILS 

CIRCA 1900
SIZE : 21.5 CM HIGH – 8½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE KATCHINA CULT IS AN ANCIENT AND PERSISTENT ONE REVOLVING AROUND THE HOPI NEED AND DEEP RESPECT
FOR WATER WHICH ENSURES THE CORN’S GROWTH AND IS THE ESSENCE OF LIFE. WALL MURALS EXCAVATED AT THE

HOPI RUIN OF AWATOVI DATING TO AROUND 1500 AD SHOW A PICTOGRAPH OF A DANCING KATCHINA.
MEN TAKE ON THE ROLES OF THESE SUPERNATURAL SPIRITS OF THE PUEBLO VILLAGES DANCING IN MASKED
CEREMONIES THAT OFTEN COINCIDE WITH THE PLANTING AND HARVESTING OF CROPS. DESCRIBED BY ERNA

FERGUSSON IN 1920, IT IS A POWERFUL SCENE : ‘AGAINST THE DUN COLOURED ROCKS WAS A BRILLIANT FIGURE OF
TURQUOISE, BLUE AND DULL GREEN. AS HE CAME CLOSER, UTTERING HIS QUEER HOOTS, HE PICKED OUT THE DETAILS

OF HIS COSTUME : A TURQUOISE – BLUE MASK WITH SNAKES PAINTED UNDER THE EYES, FEATHERS STICKING OUT OF
THE EARS, FEATHERS ON TOP, A COLLAR OF SPRUCE. HIS BODY WAS PAINTED GREEN AND YELLOW, AND HIS

MOCCASINS WERE BRILLIANT BLUE Â€¦.. HE HAD BROUGHT DOLLS AND GAY COLOURED RATTLES FOR THE GIRLS, BOWS
AND ARROWS FOR THE BOYS, AND FOR BOTH THE LONG, PALE GREEN SPROUTS OF THE BEANS WHICH HAD BEEN

FORCED OUT IN THE OVER HEATED KIVAS. ALL THE TIME THE DANCER KEPT HIS FEET MOVING IN SHORT JERKY STEPS, A
LITTLE AS THOUGH TO FIGHT THE COLD; BUT WE KNEW THAT THIS CONSTANT MOTION AND THE HIGH FALSETTO HOOTS

WERE TO CREATE THE ILLUSION OF BEING OF ANOTHER WORLD’.
THE DOLLS REPRESENTING THESE BEINGS ARE PARTICULAR SPECIALITIES OF THE HOPI AND ZUNI. THERE ARE OVER

200 IDENTIFIED SPIRITS EACH HOLDING A PORTION OF THE SPIRIT POWER BELONGING TO THE KACHINA IT REPRESENTS.
CARVED OF COTTON-WOOD THEY ARE PAINTED AND DRESSED IN THE CLOTHING, JEWELLERY AND FEATHERS SPECIFIC



TO EACH KACHINA. THEY ARE PRESENTED TO THE CHILDREN BY THE KACHINA MEN DURING THE WINTER AND SUMMER
CEREMONIAL DANCE CYCLES AND ARE DIDACTIC OBJECTS THAT ARE USED AS PART OF THEIR RELIGIOUS TRAINING AND

INITIATION. THE CHILDREN LEARN TO RECOGNISE THE PRECISE DETAILS OF EACH DOLL AND UNDERSTAND THEIR
SYMBOLIC NATURE, EACH ONE BRINGING AND SENDING DIFFERENT SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS FOR THE PUEBLO. THEY ARE
TREASURED OBJECTS AND ARE HUNG ON THE WALLS OR FROM THE RAFTERS OF THE HOUSE WHERE THEY REMAIN IN

CONSTANT VIEW OF THE FAMILY BELOW.

 


