Finch & C°

AN AFRICAN IVORY COAST, LOBI SEMI-RECLINING CHAIR

AN AFRICAN IVORY COAST, LOBI SEM-RECLINING CHAR
THE FRONT LEG WITH OLD TRIBAL REPAIR, SMOOTH, SILKY AND SHINY PATINA
LATE 19TH CENTURY — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE 48 CMHIGH, 84 CMLONG, 14 CMWIDE — 19 INS HIGH, 33 INS LONG, 5%2INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THESE SEM-RECLINING CHAIRS ARE UNIQUE TO THE LOBI AND THE GURUNSI PEOPLES. CARVED LIKE ASCULPTURE
FROMASINGLE BLOCK OF WOOD ENTIRELY BY HAND THIS CHAIR HAS NOTABLE PATINAON ITS SLIGHTLY CONCAVE
SEATING SURFACE.

EVERY MALE MEMBER OF THE LOBI WHO HAD UNDERGONE INITIATION IS SAID TO HAVE POSSESSED ONE OF THESE
CHAIRS. HE WOULD BEAT IT ON THE GROUND AS ASIGN OF RESPECT WHEN APPROACHED BY ELDERS, AND CARRY IT ON
HIS LEFT SHOULDER WHEN TRAVELLING USING IT IN EMERGENCIES AS AWEAPON.

WHEN COMPARED WITH THE MINIMALIST CREATIONS OF MODERN FURNITURE DESIGN THESE AUSTERELY WORKED
SEATS HAVE OBVIOUS SIMLARITIES, BUT THE LOBI CHAIR HAS AMORE DIRECT AND SENSUAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT. IT EVOKES AWAY OF AFRICAN LIFE THAT HAS ITS NATURAL RESTING AND WORKING PLACE ON
THE GROUND.



