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SIZE : 8.5 CM HIGH, 40 CM WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP – 3¼ INS HIGH, 15¾ INS WIDE, ¾ DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE SOFT BLACK STONE ARGILLITE, A CARBONACEOUS SHALE, IS FOUND IN A QUARRY IN THE QUEEN CHARLOTTE
ISLANDS NEAR SKIDEGATE. IT IS SOFT ENOUGH TO CUT WITH ORDINARY WOOD WORKING TOOLS AND CARVING WITH A

SHARP KNIFE LEAVES A BEAUTIFUL BLACK LUSTRE THAT NEEDS NO FURTHER POLISHING.
IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE HAIDA BEGAN TO MAKE THESE CARVINGS AS A RESPONSE TO THEIR OBSERVATION OF THE

WORK OF WHITE SAILORS 'SCRIMSHAW' IN ABOUT 1820. IT WAS A COMMERCIAL ART AIMED AT A FOREIGN MARKET AND AS
SUCH WAS AN ACCEPTABLE VENTURE TO THE RULING WHITE POPULATION AS IT EARNED A CASH INCOME FOR THE
HAIDA WITHOUT CONTRIBUTING TO ANY CEREMONIAL PRACTICE. THUS THE HAIDA ARTISTS WERE ABLE TO RETAIN

CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THEIR CULTURE AT A TIME WHEN IT WAS UNDER INCREASING THREAT. 
AFTER 1820 RUSSIAN, AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN TRAVELLERS FREQUENTLY MENTIONED IT AND EVEN MORE

FREQUENTLY PURCHASED IT. AFTER 1830 EUROPEAN IMAGERY BECAME MORE COMMON WITH REPRESENTATIONS OF



THE WHITE MAN, HIS CLOTHES, HIS DOGS AND HIS BOATS BEING CARVED IN ARGILLITE. THIS PANEL PIPE SHOWS A
FANTASTIC GROUP OF INTERLOCKING AND RELATED MYTHICAL FIGURES CREATED WITH THE PERSISTENCE OF A WOOD
CARVERS APPROACH TO A NEW MEDIUM. BY THE 1830'S FULL PIERCING OF THE STONE BETWEEN THE FIGURES BECAME

THE SIGNATURE OF THE PIPE CARVERS. BY THEN THESE PANEL PIPES ALSO STARTED TO FOREGO THE FUNCTIONAL
ELEMENT OF A BOWL FOR TOBACCO, DEMONSTRATING THAT THE BUYERS LOOKED TO THE ARTISTRY OF THE

SCULPTURE AS A DISPLAY OR PRESENTATION PIECE. 
THESE WORKS OF ART ARE IMPORTANT RECORDS OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND CULTURAL SURVIVAL AS THE SUBTLE

CHANGES IN THESE ARGILLITE CARVINGS CONVEYS MUCH ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE HAIDA PEOPLE DURING THE
19TH CENTURY.

 


