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A SUPERB CHALCEDONY AND ONYX HARD-STONE SILVER MOUNTED CASKET

ASUPERB CHALCEDONY AND ONYXHARD-STONE SILVER MOUNTED CASKET
1STHALF OF THE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE : 13 CMHIGH, 11 CMWIDE, 8.5 CMDEEP — 5 INS HIGH, 4% INS WIDE, 3% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

DURING THE RENAISSANCE IT WAS VIRTUALLY IMPERATIVE THAT AVBITIOUS KUNSTKAMVER COLLECTIONS INCLUDE
OUTSTANDING EXAVPLES OF AGATE WARES. THE FAMOUS MLANESE WORKSHOP OF THE SARACCHI FAMLY WAS KEPT
BUSY ACTIVELY PRODUCING SUCH TREASURES IN HARD-STONE AND ROCK CRYSTAL, FROMAROUND 1570 UNTIL WELL
INTO THE 17TH CENTURY.

IN AN INVENTORY OF 1713 LOUIS XIV OF FRANCE OVWNED 377 HARD-STONE VASES INCLUDING 142 MADE OF AGATE, 65 OF
JASPER, 32 OF JADE AND 14 OF LAPIS-LAZULI. SOME OF THESE WERE ROMAN OR BYZANTINE IN ORIGIN AND SOME 16TH
CENTURY, BUT THE MAJORITY WERE CONTEMPORARY AND MADE UNDER HIS PATRONAGE.

MANY ITALIAN CRAFTSMEN ENTERED THE SERVICE OF FOREIGN COURTS. GASPARO MISERONI, ONE OF THE MOST
TALENTED AND SOUGHT AFTER HARD-STONE ARTISTS WORKED FOR BOTH THE MEDICI IN FLORENCE AND THE
HABSBURG'S IN VIENNA WHILST HIS BROTHERS WORKED FOR THE COURT IN MADRID, AND OTHER MSERONI FAMLY
MEMBERS WORKED FOR THE MELANCHOLIC AND AVID COLLECTOR EMPEROR RUDOLF Il IN PRAGUE.



