Finch & C°

A FNE ENGLISH ROMANESQUE CARVED LIMESTONE CORBEL HEAD

AFINE ENGLISH ROMANESQUE CARVED LIMESTONE CORBEL HEAD
LINCOLN
CIRCA1170—-1190
SIZE : 37 CMHIGH, 24 CMWIDE, 18 CMDEEP — 1472 INS HIGH, 972 INS WIDE, 7 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

SIR FRANCIS HILL WAS APROMNENT LOCAL LINCOLN ARCHAEOLOGIST, HISTORIAN AND POLITICIAN. HE RECORDED IN
HIS BOOK 'MEDIEVAL LINCOLN' THAT BY THE MIDDLE OF THE 12TH CENTURY LINCOLN HAD 43 CHURCHES, 35 OF WHICH
WERE FOUNDED BY 1100, 15 OF WHICH WERE WITHIN THE CITY WALLS. HILL DISCOVERED THIS SCULPTURE WHILST
SUPERVISING THE DEMOLITION OF THE CHURCH OF ST PETER AT ARCHES WHERE 12TH CENTURY FRAGMENTS WERE
FOUND IN THE BASEMENT.

THE HEAD IS VERY POWERFULLY MODELLED WITH THE EYES DEEPLY DRILLED AND WHICH MAY ONCE HAVE BEEN FILLED
WITH LEAD. THERE ARE ALSO DRILL HOLES AT THE CORNERS OF THE EYES CREATING SHADOW AND GIVING GREATER
DEFINITION TO THE COMPOSITION AND SHOWING THE MASONS UNDERSTANDING OF GOOD CARVING TECHNIQUE. THE
OPEN MOUTH REVEALING TEETH PRODUCED WITH EXAGGERATED DRILLING AND DROOPING MOUSTACHE SUGGEST
THAT ASIMLAR ILLUMNATED MANUSCRIPT IMAGE COULD HAVE INSPIRED THIS FINE AND UNUSUAL WORK.



