Finch & C°

AN INDIAN MOGHUL CARVED LIGHT GREEN JADE DAGGER HILT

AN INDIAN MOGHUL CARVED LIGHT GREEN JADE DAGGER HILT IN THE FORM OF AHORSES HEAD
WITH RUBY EYES SET IN GOLD — ALATER ENGLISH HALLMARKED SILVER BLADE CONVERTING ITS USE TO APAPER KNIFE
THE JADE HILT 18TH CENTURY
THE SILVER BLADE HALLMARKED LONDON 1890
SIZE : 49 CMLONG - 19 V4 INS LONG

LITERATURE

AT THE END OF THE 16 TH CENTURY THE PROPRIETOR OF THE KHOTANESE JADE CONCESSION ISITED THE EMPEROR
AKBAR'S COURT AND INTRODUCED THE NEW HARD-STONE TO INDIAENABLING THE MUGHALS TO INDULGE ATASTE FOR
JADE ALREADY ACQUIRED BY THEIR TIMURID ANCESTORS IN CENTRAL ASIA
THE FIRST SERIOUS MUGHAL PATRON WAS AKBAR'S SON SALIMWHO AS THE EMPOROR JAHANGIR (1605-27) OVERSAW A
DEVELOPMENT IN WHICH METAL OR CERAMIC FORMS COPIED IN JADE FOR THE EARLIER TIMURIDS GAVE WAY TO
DESIGNS BASED ON MORE NATURAL FORMS AND DECORATIVE MOTIFS. NATURALISTICALLY CARVED ANIMAL HEADS
BECAVE AFAVOURITE SUBJECT FOR THE DECORATION OF MOGHUL WEAPON HILTS.

UNDER THE EMPEROR SHAH JAHAN (1628-58) THE CRAFT OF JADE CARVING REACHED IT APOGEE SHARING IT DESIGN
REPERTOIRE WITH ARCHITECTURAL RELIEF DECORATION SUCH AS THAT OF THE TAJ MAHAL. AFTER THIS PERIOD THERE
WAS NO INNOVATION IN THE DESIGN OF JADE OBJECTS, BUT AHIGH STANDARD OF EXECUTION WAS MAINTAINED INTO
THE 18TH CENTURY UNTIL THE GRADUAL COLLAPSE OF COURT PATRONAGE FOLLOWING BRITISH MLITARY SUCCESSES
WHICH LED TO ADECLINE IN THE STANDARDS OF TASTE AND CRAFTSMANSHIP IN THESE LUXURY GOODS.



