Finch & C°

A COLLECTION OF HGHTEEN ROMAN BRONZE VOTIVE PHALLUS

ACOLLECTION OF EIGHTEEN ROMAN BRONZE VOTIVE PHALLUS
1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD
SIZE : 11 CMLONG ( MAX ) — 47 INS LONG ( MAX)

LITERATURE

THE ROMANS IDENTIFIED THE PHALLUS AS ATALISMAN AND IT HAD APROPHYLACTIC AND APOTROPAIC POWER. IT IS ONE
OF THE MOST COMPLEXAND OVNIPRESENT SYVBOLS IN THE LIFE OF ANCIENT MAN. LINKED TO THE ORIGIN OF LIFE THE
PHALLUS WAS A GENERATIVE POWER SYNMBOLISING ABUNDANCE AND HAPPINESS. CONSIDERED BY THE ROMANS AS A
LIFE FORCE OF NATURE IT WAS OFTEN REPRESENTED AS AN AUTONOMOUS BEING WITH LEGS AND WINGS SUGGESTING
THE IDEAOF ITS POWER AND IMVEDIACY.

THESE PENDANTS WOULD HAVE BEEN WORN AS AMULETS TO PROTECT AGAINST THE 'FASCINUM OR EVIL EYE. IN FACT
THEY WERE WORN TO PROTECT AGAINST EVERY THREAT TO THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF THE INDIMDUAL AND HIS
FAMLY.

SUCH DISPLAYS OF VIRILITY WERE COMVION TO ALL ANCIENT CIMLIZATIONS, THEIR ORIGINS TIED STRICTLY TO THE
FERTILITY OF THE LAND. THE ROMAN GOD PRIAPUS WAS ALWAYS PORTRAYED WITH AN ENORMOUS MEMBER. THE SON
OF DIONYSUS AND APHRODITE HE WAS THE GOD OF FRUITFULNESS, THE PROTECTOR OF DOORS AND MARKET
GARDENS, OF BEES AND VINEYARDS.

THE PHALLUSES REPRODUCED ON THE PAVING BLOCKS OF ROMAN CITY STREETS, THE BRONZE PHALLUSES IN
BIZARRE LAVP HOLDERS THAT HUNG FROMTHE CEILINGS OF SHOPS AND INN'S, AND THOSE PAINTED BEHIND THE
FRONT DOORS OF THE ARISTOCRACY WERE ALL CONSIDERED ASORT OF 'LUCKY CHARM. THE PROTECTIVE VALUE OF
THE PHALLUS WAS RECOGNIZED BY EVERY ONE, YOUNG AND OLD, AND DID NOT UPSET ANYONE'S SENSIBILITIES.



