
A NATURALLY PYRITIZED CRINOID OR SEA LILY FROM LYME REGIS, DORSET,
A NATURALLY PYRITIZED CRINOID OR SEA LILY FROM LYME REGIS, DORSET, IN ORIGINAL VICTORIAN

WOODEN CASE ( MEGISTOCRINUS ) 
LOWER JURASSIC – 180 MILLION YEARS OLD

SIZE : 43 CM HIGH, 20 CM WIDE, 4.5 CM DEEP – 17 INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, 1¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

KNOWN AS ‘SEA LILIES’ CRINOIDS ARE ACTUALLY INVERTEBRATE SEA ANIMALS FROM THE ECHINODERM GROUP THAT
INCLUDES STARFISH AND SEA URCHINS. THE FLOWER LIKE HEAD WAS USED TO TRAP FOOD WITHIN TENTACLES. LARGE

NUMBERS OF THEM COVERED THE OCEAN FLOOR SUGGESTING A VAST SUBMARINE FLOWER GARDEN, THEIR ‘LILY’
HEADS WAVING IN THE SEA’S CURRENTS.

TODAY THEY ARE THE LEAST FAMILIAR OF THE OCEAN’S INHABITANTS BUT AT LEAST 800 SPECIES OF CRINOIDS ARE STILL
LIVING MOSTLY IN DEEP, DARK AND COLD WATERS WHERE THEY HAVE RETREATED TO WITHIN THE LAST 50 TO 60

MILLION YEARS.

 


