Finch & C°

A CURIOUS MODEL OF A THREE MASTED SCHOONER

ACURIOUS MODEL OF ATHREE MASTED SCHOONER
BUILT ENTIRELY FROM CLOVES, AMERCHANT SAILORS MEMENTO OF THE SPICE ISLANDS
LATE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 71 CMLONG, 58.5 CMHIGH — 28 INS LONG, 23 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

THE INDONESIAN ISLAND REGION ONCE CALLED ‘THE SPICE ISLANDS’ HAS BEEN KNOWN TO TRADERS FOR THEIR
NUTMEG AND CLOVES SINCE BEFORE 500 BC. ARAB, INDIAN AND CHINESE MERCHANTS SOUGHT OUT THE PROFITABLE
TRADE IN THESE SPICES FOR CENTURIES. IN THE 4TH CENTURY BC HAN DYNASTY RULERS REQUIRED THOSE WHO
ADDRESSED THEMTO FIRST CHEW CLOVES TO FRESHEN THEIR BREATH. PLINY THE ELDER COMPLAINED OF THE SPICE
TRADE WITH ROME THAT ‘THERE IS NO YEAR IN WHICH INDIADOES NOT DRAIN THE ROMAN EMPIRE OF 50 MILLION
SESTERCES'.

COLUMBUS WAS IN FACT SEARCHING FOR THE FABLED ROUTE TO THE INDIES WHEN HE ARRIVED AT THE AVERICAS IN
1492, AND IT WAS BECAUSE HE BELIEVED HE HAD FOUND THE INDIES THAT HE CALLED THE NATIVE AVERICANS
‘INDIANS'.

BY THE EARLY 1500’S THE INDIMDUAL SULTANS OF THE MALUKU ISLANDS AMASSED GREAT FORTUNES CONTROLLING
THE SPICE TRADE. THE DEMAND FOR AND SUBSEQUENTLY HIGH PRICES PAID FOR THE SPICES IN EUROPE DROVE THE
MERCHANTS TO LAUNCH EXPEDITIONS TO FIND NEW ROUTES TO THE ISLANDS, AND WITH THE DISCOVERY AND
HARNESSING OF THE TRADE WINDS THE CONTROL OF THE NEW EUROPEAN SPICE TRADE WAS FOUGHT OVER BY THE
PORTUGUESE, SPANISH AND DUTCH IN TURN. WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD THE FRENCH EVENTUALLY SUCCEEDED
IN INTRODUCING THE CLOVE TREE TO MAURITIUS IN 1770. TODAY THE MAJORITY OF THE COMVERCIAL CROP IS GROWN
IN ZANZIBAR, AND CLOVES ARE USED IN VIRTUALLY EVERY CUISINE OF THE WORLD.



