
A RARE LARGE GIBEON IRON METEORITE OF AN IRREGULAR AND SCULPTURAL SHAPE
A RARE LARGE GIBEON IRON METEORITE OF AN IRREGULAR AND SCULPTURAL SHAPE 

APPROX 4 – 5 BILLION YEARS OLD 
SIZE : 44CM WIDE, 30.5 CM HIGH, 16 CM DEEP – 17¼ INS WIDE, 12 INS HIGH, 6¼ INS DEEP

WEIGHT : 47 KILOGRAMS – 7½ STONE

 
LITERATURE

METEORITES ARE BODIES OF EXTRA TERRESTRIAL MATERIAL THAT WHILE TRAVELLING THROUGH SPACE ARE TRAPPED
BY EARTH’S GRAVITATIONAL FIELD. AS THEY ENTER THE EARTH’S ATMOSPHERE THEY PARTLY MELT. AS THEY SLOW

DOWN THEIR SURFACE SOLIDIFIES AGAIN, FORMING A DARK GLASSY FUSION CRUST. CONSISTING OF MAINLY NICKEL-
IRON ALLOYS, KAMACITE AND TAENITE METEORITES ARE OUTSTANDINGLY DIFFERENT IN MINERALOGY FROM

TERRESTRIAL ROCKS AND ARE IMPORTANT AS THEY PROVIDE THE BEST EVIDENCE WE HAVE FOR THE COMPOSITION
AND EARLY HISTORY OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM. IN FACT THE COMPOSITION OF SOME METEORITES APPROACHES THAT OF

THE INTERIOR OF OUR PLANET ABOUT WHICH WE HAVE LITTLE DIRECT INFORMATION.
FEWER THAN TEN METEORITES WHICH ARE SEEN TO FALL TO EARTH FROM SPACE EVERY YEAR ARE RECOVERED AND

ONLY SOME 2000 AUTHENTIC METEORITES ARE RECORDED. THE DEEP CAVITIES IN THE SURFACE OF THESE IRON
METEORITES MAY HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY COLLISIONS IN SPACE, FRAGMENTATION IN FLIGHT, WEATHERING OR IMPACT

WITH THE EARTH’S SURFACE. THEY ARE ALWAYS EXCESSIVELY HEAVY FOR THEIR SIZE.
SCIENTIFIC THEORY SPECULATES THAT EVERY MILLION YEARS OR SO AN ASTEROID ONE KILOMETRE WIDE OR MORE
HITS THE EARTH WITH CATASTROPHIC RESULTS. IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE LAST ICE AGE, 65 MILLION YEARS AGO WAS

CAUSED BY ONE SUCH METEORITE 10 KM WIDE BRINGING EXTINCTION TO THE DINOSAURS AND THEIR WORLD.

 


